
 

 

Saint Stephen the Martyr Chapel & College Ministries 
 

1515 Twelfth Avenue South • Birmingham, Alabama 35205 
(205) 933-2500 • http://www.stsbhm.org • Office Hours 9:00am to 2:30pm 

January 15, 2017 • Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

The Cathedral of Saint Paul 
Mother Church of the Catholic Diocese of Birmingham in Alabama 

 

Most Reverend Robert J. Baker, S.T.D., Bishop 
 

2120 Third Avenue North • Birmingham, Alabama 35203 
(205) 251-1279 • http://www.stpaulsbhm.org 

Holy Mass 
Saturday 5:00pm (Anticipated) 
Sunday 8:30am and 11:00am (Solemn Mass) 
Weekdays 6:30am and 12:10pm 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (concludes with Benediction) 

Friday 7:00am to 12:00pm & 12:45pm to 5:00pm, in chapel 
 

Confession/Reconciliation 
Monday—Friday 11:30am to 12:00pm 
Saturday 3:00 to 4:00pm • Other times by appointment 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
For those who have reached the use of reason and are in danger 
of death from sickness or old age. Anointing is ordinarily preced-
ed by Confession. Contact a priest. In emergencies, call anytime. 
 

Baptism 
The Church instructs parents to seek baptism for their child 
within the first few weeks after birth. Contact the office, pref-
erably during the pregnancy, to make the arrangements. 
 

Holy Matrimony 
Contact the Wedding Coordinator at least 6 months in ad-
vance. Subject to the Cathedral’s wedding guidelines. 
 

Funerals and Columbarium 
Contact the office prior to making arrangements with the fu-
neral home. To learn about the columbarium, call the office. 

Parish Mailing Address 
P.O. Box 10044 • Birmingham, Alabama 35202 
 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday—Friday 8:00am to 3:00pm • (205) 251-1279 

 
Staff List with Phone Extensions (when applicable) 
 

Pastor & Rector: Very Rev. Bryan W. Jerabek, J.C.L., x103 
 

Priests in Residence: Rev. Patrick P. Cullen 
   Rev. Douglas M. Vu 
 

Permanent Deacons: Rev. Dr. G. Neal Kay 
   Rev. Mr. Wally Zieverink 
 

Parish Secretary:  Mrs. Krista Rataj, x100 
 

Pastoral Care:  Mrs. Priscilla Davis, x601 
 

Director of Music: Mr. Bruce Ludwick, x107 
 

Assistant Organist: Mr. Mark Hayes 
 

Wedding Coordinator: Mrs. Megan Wyatt, x603 
 

Director Religious Ed.: Mrs. Barbara Doran, x108 
 

Bookkeeper:  Mrs. Sharon Zaleski, x102 
 

Membership Coord.: Mrs. Linda Kay  

Rev. Douglas M. Vu, Administrator • Rev. Mr. Danny Rodgers, Deacon 
Mrs. Jane Lombardo, Administrative Assistant 

Mrs. Carrisa Pluta, Campus Minister 
 

Mass Schedule:  Sunday 10:00am and 5:00pm 
   Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 12:30pm 
   Wednesday 5:30pm, Adoration 6:00-8:00pm 
Confession:  30 minutes before Mass • Other times by appointment 
Student Lounge:  Monday-Thursday, 11:00am - 9:00pm 

 

Follow us on Facebook! 
 Cathedral:   http://www.facebook.com/stpaulsbhm 
 St. Stephen:   http://www.facebook.com/receivemyspirit 



 

 

The Cathedral Youth Group is for 7th ‐ 12th graders in our Parish and 
their  friends.    We  typically  meet  the  1st  and  3rd  Sundays  of  the 
month from 5:00‐6:30pm. We socialize, talk about our faith, par ci‐
pate  in  service projects,  eat, and enjoy each other’s  company!      If 
you would like to be added to our email list in order to know about 
up‐coming events, please contact the Parish office. 

HELPING THOSE IN NEED 
 
 

A very special THANK YOU to the students of Saint Rose 
Academy and their families for donating enough nonperisha-
ble food items to fill several hundred snack bags. We are truly 
grateful to Sr. Vincent Marie, OP and the 8th grade class for 
coordinating this school-wide service project and putting ALL 
those bags together!  THANK YOU, ALSO, to our Cathedral 
PSR students and their families who have been collecting 
snack items during Advent to help us out in the New 
Year.  Your generosity will allow us to offer food for several 
months to the many people who come to the Cathedral office 
asking for help. If others in the Parish would like to assist us 
in reaching out to those in need, we always accept monetary 
donations, which can be put in the Poor Pipe in the back of 
the Church or brought to the office.  These funds are used to 
purchase bus passes and gift certificates for hot meals as well 
as other items for particular needs that arise.  As always, we 
are grateful to all of our Parish Family for your generosity in 
helping us help those in need! 

 

To encounter the living God, 
 it is necessary to tenderly kiss Jesus' wounds 

in our hungry, poor, sick and incarcerated brothers and sisters.  
                                                                                   -Pope Francis 

Catholic Vocabulary  
 
GENERAL ABSOLUTION 
 
“General absolution” refers to a situation where a priest or bish-
op gives absolution (sacramental forgiveness) to an individual or 
a gathered group of people without prior individual confession of 
sins. Usually, if there is time, the individual or group is first in-
vited to repent of their sins and then absolution is given. This 
form of absolution is to be used primarily in emergency circum-
stances, where individual confession is not possible. One example 
is when a plane is headed for a crash landing and a priest is on 
board; he might stand, invite all to repent, then immediately 
give absolution – there is obviously no time to hear confessions. 
Let us suppose, however, that the plane did not ultimately crash, 
or that the pilot was perhaps able to make a successful water 
landing. In such a case, any Catholics who had been guilty of 
mortal sin(s) before receiving general absolution would have an 
obligation to confess such sins in the Sacrament of Confession. In 
other words, since the danger was removed and they were now 
able to confess in the usual way, they had to do so. Another ex-
ample is on the battlefield. There might be a priest-chaplain 
there who gives general absolution to soldiers before they enter a 
war zone; obviously, in the throes of war there might be little 
time to afford individual confessions to all present. But let us 
suppose that a Catholic soldier emerged from battle unharmed 
and now could approach a priest for confession in the usual way; 
he would now have an obligation to confess any and all mortal 
sins of which he might have been guilty before receiving general 
absolution. It very sadly happens, however, that some priests 
here and there (it is not very common) abuse general absolution 
and confer it when they should not – i.e., apart from emergency 
situations. The classic example of this is when a parish holds a 
penance service and, instead of having enough priests on hand to 
offer individual confession to all present, the one priest simply 
leads the people in some prayers (and sometimes other symbolic 
gestures) and then imparts absolution to all gathered. This is an 
extremely grave abuse of the sacrament and it is questionable 
whether those who participate in it actually have their sins for-
given, since the ordinary conditions concerning emergency sce-
narios are not present to justify granting general absolution. A 
priest who offers general absolution in this gravely abusive man-
ner misleads the people and call down’s God’s judgment (and 
possibly the people’s guilt) on himself. Anyone who becomes 
aware of such an abuse happens is urged to report it to the local 
Bishop.                                   
           -Fr. B. Jerabek 

An Interfaith Forum 

An  Interfaith  Trialogue  Celebra ng  Mutual  Respect  and  Kindness:  A 
priest,  a  rabbi,  and  an  imam will  explore  their  common heritage  as  chil‐
dren of Abraham in a public forum at Prince of Peace Catholic Church on 
Thursday, January 26, at 7pm. Rev. Ray A. Dunmyer of St. Thomas Catholic 
Church, Dr. Sameh Asal of BIS Hoover Crescent  Islamic Center, and Rabbi 
Jonathan  Miller  of  Temple  Emanu‐El  are  the  panelists.    Please  RSVP  to 
mike.brown@popcatholic.org or 205‐822‐9125 to reserve your seat. 

Help Needed!!! 
We are in need of snacks for RCIA for the following dates: January 
25 and February 22.   Please call Barbara Doran at  (205) 251‐1279, 
ext. 108 if you are able to help with one of these days.  Thank you 
so much! 

THE  CONFRATERNITY  OF  CHRISTIAN  MOTHERS  WILL  MEET  THE 
THIRD  THURSDAY  OF  THE MONTH,  JANUARY  18,  AT  THE  CATHE‐
DRAL  OF  ST.  PAUL.    MASS  IS  AT  7  PM  AND  IS  FOLLOWED  BY  A 
MEETING  IN THE CATHEDRAL ROOM.   OUR SPEAKER THIS MONTH 
IS DIANE PENNEY WHO WILL CONTINUE OUR "SCHOOL OF MARY" 
THEME WITH A TALK ON THE ROSARY.  

PLEASE COME! 
HUSBANDS, FRIENDS, AND VISITORS ARE MOST WELCOMED! 

For more Informa on, please contact Janice Nelson: 
janicehnelson@gmail.com or 205‐999‐1141 

You are invited!! 
Have  you  ever  considered  sending  your  child  to Our  Lady  of  Sor‐
rows Catholic School? Please  join us  for our OPEN HOUSE on Sun‐
day, January 29, between 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. at 1720 Oxmoor Road in 
Homewood. New students and their families have the opportunity 
to  personally  meet  our  outstanding  teachers  and  staff,  tour  our 
accredited  school,  and  discover  our  faith‐enriched  community  of 
learning. Beginning January 29, applica ons will be available online 
at  olsschool.com.  If  you  were  placed  on  a    wai ng  list  from  last 
year, you must re‐apply for 2017. For more informa on, please call 
the  school  office  at  (205)  879‐3237.  Growing  Our  Children  in 
knowledge and faith…Experience the Difference! 

Senior Adult Ac vity ‐ Thursday, January 26, 2017  
St.  Francis Xavier church will host its monthly Senior Adult Ac vity 
for all Catholic  senior adults  in  the Birmingham area on Thursday, 
January  26.  The  day  will  begin  with Mass  in  the  chapel  at  11:00 
a.m., followed by lunch and bingo in the Parish Hall and concluding 
at 2:00 p.m. Lunch will be  furnished by Majes c Catering. A $7.00 
dona on is asked to defray costs. The menu will be: Beef Tips, Rice, 
Green  Beans,  Salad,  Rolls,  Dessert,  Tea  and  Coffee.  Reserva ons 
must be made by noon on Wednesday,  January 25, by calling  the 
parish office, 871‐1153 or Diane Schilleci, 807‐4589  



 

 

This week please remember in your prayers the sick, the shut-ins 
and hospitalized, especially: Cate Burns, Gary Walls, Bonnie 
Godhigh, Gaynor Screven, Esther Piazza, Beth Anne Maier, Larry 
Dye, Adam Grayson, Susannah Blackstone, Brian Naro, Donna Dogil, 
Dee Bissett, Dolly Carroll, Leah Robe, Kwang Kyu Pak, Judy Mar-
torana, Barbara Delhomme, Ed Burdick, Margaret Gracianette, Ver-
landa Tate, June Little, Nina Youngblood, Robbie Roy, Elizabeth 
Anderson, Henry Hardin, III, Leah Jane Rovey, Candice Boyland, 
Cheryl Plaisance, Harris M. Caraballo, Sr., Brandon Fisher, Michael 
Vanderslice, Mary Ann Johnson, John Paul Anderson, Leslie Cox, 
Dean Tschache, Hans Lang, Grace Detling, Anna DeLeon, Bill 
Hughes, Christi Ingram, Alison Lo, Vera Broussard,  Mary Aliano, 
Nancy Hudson, Fr. Henry Thorsen, Patrick Coyle, Rose Antonio, 
Laura Cornell, Marilou Rucker, Kayla Perry, Lenora DeMarco, 
Jeanne Wright, Martha Slatsky, Peter Scheetz, Pat and Joe Puccio, 
Addison Cox, as well as all those who have died, especially Kathy 
Collier. 

Let us pray for all of our Parish family members 
that have been deployed. 

The Knightly News... 
Council #9862 

Baptismal Preparation 
 

The Baptismal Preparation Class schedule has been made for 
2017. Sessions are scheduled for February 19, April 23, June 
18, August 20, October 15, and December 17, 2017 at 9:45am. 
Please call the office to sign up before your baby is born! 

First Light Shelter 
for Homeless Women and Children 

 

MANY THANKS to the more than 65 Parishioners and their fam-
ilies who provided the evening meals or stayed overnight at First 
Light during the Cathedral’s 6 weeks of committed service in 
2016! Your time at the Shelter not only provided hot meals and a 
caring face to the women and children who live there, but also 
assisted the Shelter staff in their efforts to offer the homeless the 
necessary services to help them live on their own again.  Our up-
coming dates to work at the Shelter in 2017 are February 12-18, 
April 9-15 and June 11-17.  If you are interested in helping with 
this ministry or would like more information, please contact Nan-
cy Heck at 205-870-1349 or npheck@bellsouth.net. 

CASINO NIGHT 

The Italian American Heritage Society will host a Casino Night on 
Saturday  February  4,  2017  at  the  Bessemer  Civic  Center,  1130 
9th  Ave  SW,  Bessemer,  Al.  Doors  open  at  6  P.M.  Tables  open 
6:30‐9:30  and  auc on  9:30.  The  dona on  is  $30  per  person 
which includes Food ,Slots, Blackjack and Dice tables. There will 
be Texas hold'em with a buy for a limited number for $50. Many 
prizes will be for auc on. CASH BAR. For Tickets and more infor‐
ma on, call Joe Lovoy 477‐9443 or 230‐1127, Don Meadows 621
‐7862 or 616‐8847 or Leon Chiarella 967‐0143 or 999‐8570. 

The Padre Pio Prayer Group will meet next Saturday, 
January 21st at Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic Church at 
10am.  Join us for prayer, Adoration and Holy 
Mass!  Come start the New Year 2017 with Praise and 
Prayer and love for our Lord! Bring a friend! 

Note:  Beginning in February - The Padre Pio Group will be 
meeting on the 4th Saturday of each month!  We are moving 
from the 3rd Saturday so that more people will be able to at-
tend!  Our February meeting will take place on Feb 25th.  Mark 
your calendars for the year - 4th Saturdays, OLS, 10 
am!  Thank you!  Padre Pio... pray for us!  For more infor-
mation call Angela Kolar at 991-9554. 

WANT TO GET CLOSER TO EACH OTHER AND GOD? 

Find out how on a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Week-
end!  Marriage Encounter is 44 hours where married couples 
can get away from jobs, kids, chores, and phones and focus at-
tention on each other. If you’d like greater depth, growth and 
enrichment in your relationship, you’ll like the difference a World-
wide Marriage Encounter Weekend can offer. The next weekend 
in the Diocese is scheduled in Cullman, March 24-26 at St. Ber-
nard Abbey. You can get more information or register online at 
www.ALFL-wwme.org or by calling Bob & Joy Hernandez at 
678-985-0125. 

Cathedral Adult Education 
 

Our first offering for our Spring season of Adult Education will be a 
four-part video series entitled “From Nothing to Cosmos: God and Sci-
ence” by Fr. Robert Spitzer, S.J.  “Fr. Spitzer dispenses with the con-
temporary statement, "Science has proven God does not exist," and 
then goes on to demonstrate God's existence from science, philosophy, 
medicine, the transcendentals, and metaphysical proofs.  Fr. Spitzer is 
at once, entertaining and overflowing with pertinent information.”  The 
series will be hosted by Deacon Neal Kay.  We hope that you will be 
able to join us at 9:45 a.m. each Sunday in the CLC’s Multipurpose 
Room. 

Knights  of  Columbus  Council  #9862  is  pleased  that  they  will  be 
sponsoring a presenta on of “The Last Supper” on Sunday even‐
ing, March 26th in the Great Hall.  It has been several years since 
we  have  had  the  opportunity  to  have  this  produc on,  which  is 
based on Da’ Vinci’s famous pain ng,  here at the Cathedral.  Din‐
ner will be served prior to the performance. We hope that you will 
make your plans to a end. Tickets will go on sale March 1st. 
***************************************************** 
The  Knights  of  Columbus  will  be  hos ng  a  food  drive  on  the 
weekends of January 28th & 29th, as well as February 4th & 5th. 
Paper bags will be distributed by the Knights a er Mass for you 
to  fill  throughout  the week  and  bring  back  to  the  next week's 
Mass.    Thank  for  your  constant  support  of  events  that  further 
help our community! 

St. Francis Xavier School is accep ng student applica ons for the 
2017‐2018 school year.  We will begin registra on for Kindergar‐
ten on January 17th, and new 1st ‐ 8th grade students on Febru‐
ary  6th.  For more  informa on  or  a  school  tour,  please  contact 
our office at 871‐1687.   

The Mary, Woman of Faith Chapter of Magnificat invites the ladies of the Dio-
cese of Birmingham to a luncheon on Saturday, January 28, 2017. The lunch-
eon will be held at St. Elias Church from 11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. Our speaker 
for January is Patti Smith. Patti will relate to us how specific verses of Scrip-
ture sustained her in the most difficult seasons of her life. 
Tickets are $15.00 and on sale through January 22. Tickets are available at 
Alpha Church Supply and Gifts and may also be purchased by e-mail magnifi-
cat0296@gmail.com or on line www.magnificat-ministry.net/chapters/chapter-
websites/birmingham-al. Guests may also send a self-addressed stamped 
envelope to Magnificat Tickets  5220 Crossings Parkway, Birmingham, AL 
35242 by January 19. For ticket questions, please call Donna Chmierlarski at 
205-408-0308. 



 

 

Cathedral Week at a Glance, January 15-22 
Sunday, 
January 15 

Monday, 
January 16 

Tuesday, 
January 17 

Wednesday, 
January 18 

Thursday, 
January 19 

Friday, 
January 20 

Saturday, 
January 21 

Sunday, 
January 22 

*8:30am Mass  6:30am 6:30am 6:30am 6:30am 6:30am 10:00am Nazareth 8:30am Mass  

-Cathedral Mass-Cathedral Mass-Cathedral Mass-Cathedral Mass-Cathedral Mass-Cathedral House-CLC -Cathedral 

     Adoration-Chapel   

9:45am PSR & Adult Ed- 11:30am 11:30am 11:30am 11:30am  3:00pm  Confessions- 9:45am PSR & Adult Ed- 

CLC Confessions-Cathedral Confessions-Cathedral Confessions-Cathedral Confessions-Cathedral 11:30am Cathedral CLC 

     Confessions-Cathedral   

*11:00am Mass 12:10pm 12:10pm 12:10pm 12:10pm  5:00pm  Mass- 11:00am Mass 

-Cathedral Mass-Cathedral Mass-Cathedral Mass-Cathedral Mass-Cathedral 12:10pm Mass- Cathedral -Cathedral 

     Cathedral   

*Cake and Coffee OFFICE CLOSED  3:45pm Children’s     

   Schola-Office  5:00pm   

     Benediction-Chapel   

   6:30pm RCIA, Fraternus-     

   CLC     

                                                                Parishioner Update 

Please check:     __Cathedral Parish       __St. Stephen University Chapel 

If you are 18yrs or older, attend the Cathedral on a regular basis, and have not registered or if you have had an address or telephone number change, we ask 
you to complete the following and drop it in the offertory basket.  If you are a new parishioner, a census form will be mailed to you.  If you are not Catholic, 
but are interested in learning more about the Catholic faith, please check R.C.I.A. 

Name___________________________________________  ___New Parishioner 

Address_________________________________________  ___R.C.I.A. 
 _____________________________________________  ___Leaving Parish 

E-Mail__________________________________________  ___Address Change 

Home#_______________Work#_____________________ 

Mass Intentions 

Cathedral Liturgical Ministers 

Catholic Family Services in Birmingham can help you with: 
 Adoptions  
 Individual Counseling  
 Apostolate to the Aged  
 Case Work  
 Foster Home Care  
 Service to Single Mothers 

 

e-mail: cfs@cfsbhm.org -Website: www.cfsbhm.org 
205-324-6561,1515 12th Avenue South, Birmingham AL, 35205 

Monday, January 16 6:30 am William Meardon + 
 12:10 pm Fr. Louis Giardino + 
Tuesday, January 17 6:30 am Margaret Lusco + 
 12:10 pm Geneva Priola + 
Wednesday, January 18 6:30 am Mountaineer Priests+ 
 12:10 pm Jim Fox 
Thursday, January 19 6:30 am Mountaineer Priests+ 
 12:10 pm Donna & Richard Urrutia 
Friday, January 20 6:30 am Jack Anderson + 
 12:10 pm Earl Smith + 
Saturday, January 21 5:00 pm Clarence Kilburn, Sr. + 
Sunday, January 22 8:30 am Josephine & Ross Gagliano + 
 11:00am for the people 

  Sacristan  Lectors  EOMHC  Altar Servers  Sanctuary Cleaning  Linens 
  

Saturday, 
January 21 
5:00pm 

C Bailey  J Pinto 
J Boggan 
 

J Pinto 
J Roberts 
 

W Yerby 
A Couture 

For the  
Week of January 15 

For the  
Week of January 15 

Sunday,  
January 22 
8:30am 

J Oddo  L Anderson 
N Heck 
 

N Keller 
A Klein 
J Rich 
R Smith 
 

A Marino 
Lee Family 

C Moore 
M Juliano 

D Callahan 
J Averhart 
 

Sunday, 
January 22 
11:00am 

S Hodo  K Eckert 
S Burke 

L Lagan 
L Nicolini 
A Wellborn 
 

Meloun Family 
 

   

A special thanks to Michael Sperando 
for folding the Bulletins and Orders of Worship! 


