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April 19, 2020 • Divine Mercy Sunday
Holy Mass

Parish Office Hours

Saturday Anticipated 5:00pm (Cantor)
Sunday 8:30am (Cantor) and 11:00am (Choir/Incense)

Monday—Friday 8:00am to 3:00pm • (205) 251-1279

Monday–Friday 6:30am and 12:10pm • Saturday 8:30am
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (concludes with Benediction)
Once monthly between Sunday Masses. See bulletin for date.
Confession/Reconciliation—ON THE RECTORY PORCH
Monday—Friday 11:30am to 12:00pm
Saturday 3:00 to 4:00pm • Other times by appointment
Anointing of the Sick
For those who have reached the use of reason and are in danger
of death from sickness or old age. Anointing is ordinarily preceded by Confession. Contact a priest. In emergencies, call anytime.
Baptism
The Church instructs parents to seek baptism for their child
within the first few weeks after birth. First-time parents ordinarily must attend a pre-baptismal class. Contact the office,
preferably during the pregnancy, to make the arrangements.
Holy Matrimony
Contact the Wedding Coordinator at least six (6) months in
advance. Subject to the Cathedral’s wedding guidelines.
Funerals and Columbarium
Contact the office prior to making arrangements with the funeral home. To learn about the columbarium, call the office.

Staff List with Phone Extensions (when applicable)
Pastor & Rector:

Very Rev. Bryan W. Jerabek, J.C.L., x103

Parochial Vicar:

Rev. Joshua M. Altonji

Priest-in-Residence:

Rev. Patrick P. Cullen

Permanent Deacons:

Rev. Dr. G. Neal Kay
Rev. Mr. Wally Zieverink
Rev. Mr. Gerald Zukauckas

Parish Secretary:

Mrs. Krista Rataj, x100

Director Religious Ed.: Mrs. Barbara Doran, x108
Director of Music:

Mr. Bruce Ludwick, x107

Assistant Organist:

Mr. Mark Hayes

Seniors & Shut-Ins:

Mrs. Priscilla Davis, x117

Youth & Family Life:

Miss Sophie Duvall, x133

Bookkeeper:

Mrs. Katie Baker, x102

Wedding Coordinator: Mrs. Megan Wyatt, x116
Maintenance:

Mr. Philipp Szabo

Housekeeper:

Ms. Rose Rouss

To update your membership record, please contact the Parish Secretary.

Saint Stephen the Martyr Catholic University Chapel
1515 Twelfth Avenue South • Birmingham, Alabama 35205
(205) 933-2500 • http://www.stsbhm.org
Rev. Joshua M. Altonji, Chaplain • Rev. Mr. Danny Rodgers, Deacon
Mass Schedule:

Sunday 10:00am and 8:00pm (Adoration 7:00pm)
Thursday 5:30pm

Confession:

Follow us on Facebook!

Cathedral: http://www.facebook.com/stpaulsbhm
St. Stephen: http://www.facebook.com/receivemyspirit

During Adoration and 30 minutes before each Mass

Student Lounge/Chapel: Available to students daily
Catholic Family Services: Office Hours: 8am-5pm Monday-Thursday
Chaplain Email:

fraltonji@stephenthemartyr.com

Happy Easter!

The Knightly News...
Fr. James E. Coyle
Council #9862
Interested in learning more about the benefits of
joining the Knights of Columbus?
Please visit www.KOC9862.org or contact
Jack Boggan at 706-1209.
We are a group of dedicated men who are joined
together by faith and community support.

THE CATHEDRAL CHURCH IS OPEN
EVERY DAY, 7:00am—7:00pm!
Public worship suspended currently through 4/30/20.

Be sure to stop by the Cathedral to pray
before the Most Blessed Sacrament, present in the
tabernacle; to pick up a bottle of holy water if you
don’t have one (subject to availability) or refill the
one you have (tank in back corner); and to light a
candle and enjoy a few moments of quiet!
We continue to beg our Lord to deliver us from the COVID-19
pandemic and to grant that may soon be reunited in prayer
and fellowship in our beloved church. Lord, hear our prayer!
Be sure to check the Cathedral web site or social media
regularly for the most up-to-date schedule information.

"Like Us On Facebook"
You can follow Cathedral events and items of interest
on Facebook now - go to http://www.facebook.com/
stpaulsbhm and "like" our page!
This week please remember in your prayers the sick, the
shut-ins and hospitalized, especially: Delia Kidd, Michael
Gollehon, all suffering from COVID-19, Terry Rumore,
Carol Brown, Fr. Ray Dunmyer, Luca & Carmen Scotti,
Frank Pavesic, Linda Kay, Fr. Peter Dittus, Riley Wippert,
Jack Bisson, Sister Mary Juliana Cox, OP, Louise
McGough, Norma & Dave Ryan, Paulette Popovitch,
Michael Peeples, Kirsten & Ed Burdick, George Ford, Terri
Dorman, Donna Mealer, William Greene, John Grant, John
Goltz, Anika Smith, Cathy Turner, Aileen Kilburn, Ralph
Thompson, Jon Lindberg, Betty Hill, Micky & Phillip Naro,
Brian Naro, Janet Joseph, Tyrone Slatsky, Cindy Ramsey,
Hector Caucutt, David Peeples, Joyce Goltz, Margaret Kay,
Cynthia Murry, Suzanne Miles, Jessica Jones, Dorothy
Levesque, Leonard Jerabek, Mary Jerabek, Louis Stalnaker,
Neil Stalnaker, Michael Howell, Ila Shenk, John Fay, Tony
Traficante, Henry Hardin, Carrie Towle, Ian McLaughlin,
Sam Moore, An Nguyen, James Harry Douglas, Maureen
Angelini, Donna Speegle, Thomas Perna, Jr., Suzanne
Dillon, Kayla Garraway, Walter Jackson, Doris Robertson,
Jon Serio, Bonnie Godhigh, Larry Dye, Susannah
Blackstone, Dee Bissett, Dolly Carroll, Barbara Delhomme,
June Little, Nina Youngblood, Robbie Roy, Leah Jane
Rovey, Candice Boyland, Brandon Fisher, Mary Ann
Johnson, Hans Lang, Grace Detling, Anna DeLeon, Christi
Ingram, Nancy Hudson, Fr. Henry Thorsen, Patrick Coyle,
Rose Antonio, Laura Cornell, Kayla Perry, Jeanne Wright,
Peter Scheetz, Addison Cox, as well as all those who have
died, including William G. Abdella, Elizabeth Ann Fields,
and Andrzej Bernacik.
Let us pray for all of our parish family members who have been deployed.

MONTHLY GIVING: March
A reflection of God’s generosity! Thank you!
Offertory (Mass/mail):

$ 40,354.95

WeShare (online):

$ 28,705.38

Total Offertory:

$ 69,060.33

Budgeted March Need:

$ 70,000.00

Capital Campaign:

$ 6,795.10

“Offertory” pays our ordinary bills, including salaries, utilities,
programs, diocesan assessments, etc. “Capital Campaign” is saved
toward the replacement of the pipe organ and the remediation of
rectory structural damage.
UPDATED FORMED INFORMATION
Often referred to as the “Netflix for Catholics”, the Cathedral Parish
offers this great resource (free of charge!) to our parishioners. Many of you have already taken advantage of this wonderful
way to grow in the Catholic Faith. For those who haven’t availed
themselves of this opportunity, go to www.FORMED.org, sign up
and use our Parish code (CW4J7P). FORMED has apps for both
IOS (Apple) and Android devices. You can also hook FORMED up
to you TV. Contact Barbara Doran: dre@stpaulsbhm.org or 205725-8163 (direct line at the Cathedral) for more information.

\\

Baptismal Preparation

The Baptismal Preparation Class schedule has been made for
2020. (April session cancelled due to COVID-19). Sessions are
scheduled for June 14, August 16, October 18, and December 13,
2020 at 9:45am. Please call the office to sign up and for more information before your baby is born!

Rector’s Homilies Online
Fr. Jerabek’s homilies for Sundays and Solemnities are posted
online in PDF format. Go to http://www.stpaulsbhm.org, choose
the “Parish Info” menu, and then select “Homilies” to access them.

WeShare Online Giving
https://stpaulsbhm.churchgiving.com
If you are interested in making your contributions stress-free
through automatic deductions, consider trying our online
giving program – WeShare. If you need assistance to set up,
activate, or update your account, please contact our
bookkeeper, Katie Baker at bookkeeper@stpaulsbhm.org,
and she will be happy to assist!

The following was found in the Cathedral of St. Paul parish archives for October 1918, being a
newspaper clipping with a message from Fr. James E. Coyle. It was part of a larger compilation of
sermons and addresses given by various pastors and even a rabbi from Birmingham to their
congregants during the Spanish Flu. It was transcribed and annotated by Fr. Bryan Jerabek,
preserving the original peculiarities of punctuation, capitalization, and grammar.

AN ADDRESS TO CATHOLICS.

By Rev. Father James E. Coyle, Pastor of St. Paul’s Catholic Church.
My Dear Catholic Brethren:
A situation unprecedented in the history of our State presents itself to you today.
By order of the civil authorities, and by the advice of your religious leaders, you will not
assemble, as you were wont to assemble on Sundays, in your various Catholic churches to assist at
Holy Mass. That you may have some words of uplift and cheer, The Birmingham News, with its
wonted up-to-dateness, has courteously invited me to write a few words for its many Catholic readers,
and I am thus enabled to address, by means of the printed word, a congregation greater far than the
five congregations that Sunday after Sunday gather at St. Paul’s.1 I gratefully accept the courtesy of
The News.
You are for the first time in your lives deprived of the opportunity of hearing Mass on Sunday,
and you will, I trust from this very circumstance, appreciate more thoroughly what Holy Mass is for
the Catholics. Sunday service is no mere gathering for prayer, no coming to a temple to join in hymns
of praise to the Maker, or to listen to the words of a spiritual guide, pointing out he means whereby
men may walk in righteousness and go forward on the narrow way that leads to life eternal. No, there
is something else that draws the Catholics, to the wonderment of non-Catholics, from their warm
homes on cold bleak Winter dawns to trample through snow-covered streets in their thousands and
hundreds of thousands to a crowded church, where they kneel reverently absorbed in the
contemplation of a man, who in a strange garb, at a lighted altar, genuflects and bows and performs
strange actions and speaks in a long dead tongue.2 What draws the multitude?
The Mass, the unutterable sweetness of the Mass. Nothing human could draw, but the Mass
is the God-given sacrifice offered the Creator, it is Holy Thursday come down and Calvary made
present today. Mass is God really and truly present on our Catholic altars, a living unbloody victim
offered again for the sins of men, offered, too, in thanksgiving for all the wondrous graces that
unceasing flow from God’s great mercy throne on high.
Yes, the Mass is the center of Catholic worship. It is the Mass that matters. Where the Mass
is, there is God Himself, really, truly, though under sacramental veils. What a glorious history the
history of the Mass! See it offered in the first centuries, in the catacombs over the bodies of martyrs
by men who themselves will be martyred tomorrow. The Missionary leaving Rome for lands afar
brings with him to sway the hearts of men, when the persuasive words of human wisdom fail, the
Eucharistic God, made present in the Mass. See, in Ireland an entire people kept true to St. Patrick’s
faith by the Mass. See Columbus and his men, kneeling at Mass on the early morn of the day, when
they sailed away from Palos, to lift forever the mists from the Atlantic, and to win half a world for
God. Ah, brethren, let us today reflect on the meaning and the history of that great sacrifice at which
we may not assist, a sacrifice that links us with the saints and sages of every age from Christ’s time
till now, and let us beg God in his mercy to remove from us that sickness that keeps us deprived of
the great sacrifice, so that soon we may again with glad, worshipful hearts, meet in our churches and
assist in offering to the All High that clean oblation, seen by the prophet Malachy in vision,3 that
sacrifice that is offered in every place from the rising to the set of sun.
Fr. Coyle here means that here would have been five distinct Masses each Sunday morning at St. Paul’s at that time.
Mass was only offered in Latin then.
3
Here Fr. Coyle refers to an Old Testament passage from the prophet Malachi that has traditionally been understood as
referring to Christ’s sacrifice as perpetuated through Holy Mass: “For from the rising of the sun to its setting my name is
great among the nations, and in every place incense is offered to my name, and a clean offering; for my name is great
among the nations, says the Lord of hosts.” (Malachi 1:11)
1
2

The following was found in the Cathedral of St. Paul parish archives for October 1918, being a
newspaper clipping with a message from Fr. James E. Coyle, written during the Spanish Flu
epidemic. It was transcribed and annotated by Fr. Bryan Jerabek, preserving the original
peculiarities of punctuation, capitalization, and grammar.

A MESSAGE TO CATHOLICS.
(By Rev. James E. Coyle, of St. Paul’s Catholic Church.)
The vigorous efforts made by the health authorities of our city to stamp out the epidemic is,
in one form or another, working hardship and discomfort to every single citizen, and this hardship
and discomfort is cheerfully endured for the universal good. “All partial evil universal good.”1
Sunday without holy mass is the chief discomfort the Catholics have to put up with. To many
the memories handed down from penal days, “when godless persecution reigned, and Ireland
hopelessly complained,” vividly arise.2 We can appreciate how they felt in those days now happily
passed forever. Sunday for Birmingham Catholics was wont to be a joyful day. These Sundays it is
the reverse. It is certain as good comes from every evil, that a deeper appreciate of the holy sacrifice
will result from this necessary legislation. How true it is that we never really appreciate our blessings
till deprived of the same for a season.
After mass the sacraments are missed. When we speak of the sacraments we ordinarily mean
the two of the seven that are so frequently received by the devout Catholic, the sacrament of mercy,
penance and the sacrament of love, holy eucharist. Sunday after Sunday, thank God for it, large
numbers of our people, having cleansed their souls in the blood of the lamb by a sincere confession
of sin, have knelt at the altar rails and received into their hearts the very body and blood of the Son
of God. Nay, not only on Sundays, but the piety of some induced moreover the reception of the
sacraments on Thursday at holy hour, and some there were that every day took daily supersubstantial
bread,3 the living bread coming down from heaven, His flesh for the life of the world. 4 Deprived of
this they grieve and hope and pray that the time of exile will be short, and that soon again daily mass
and daily communion will bring some of heaven’s brightness into their daily lives.
Indeed and indeed, “the times are out of joint.”5 Holding as we do with firmest faith a belief
that to many is folly, that holy mass is calvary continued, that our sins, when repented of sincerely
and confessed to one of those who inherit apostolic powers, through holy orders handed down, are
washed away, that holy eucharist is the true, real substantial body and blood, soul and divinity of
God’s Son, the incarnate second person of the trinity, Jesus Christ, small wonder that deprived of
access to these we hope and pray fervently that the epidemic will soon pass away, that our churches
may once more be thrown open to our devout worshippers. Darkness in a sense is at present over the
face of the city. May there soon be a fiat lux.6
This is a quotation from “An Essay on Man” by Alexander Pope, first published around 1733 – which evidently was
better-known to readers in 1918.
2
He quotes from a poem called “The Penal Days” by the famous 19 th century Irish Poet, Thomas Osborne Davis.
3
Here Fr. Coyle refers to the Lord’s Prayer as it came down through the Latin Vulgate, in which, instead of saying, “Give
us this day our daily bread”, said, “Give us this day our supersubstantial bread”. This variation arises from the fact that
there are many different biblical manuscripts in existence among which there are differences. Because we do not have the
original copies of any of the biblical manuscripts, scholars have the task of determining which variants are closest to the
original; this they do through critical evaluation. Therefore, since Fr. Coyle’s time, scholarship has settled largely on the
“daily bread” version instead of “supersubstantial bread”. Both variants are an important part of our Catholic textual
tradition.
4
It must be remembered that Holy Communion was generally not received as frequently in Fr. Coyle’s time. Devout
Catholics always attended Mass but did not always receive Holy Communion at every Mass they attended.
5
This appears to be a quotation from a 1904 work of fiction by Herbert Hayens, “My Sword’s My Fortune: A Story of
Old France”. Fr. Coyle’s frequent use of literary quotations indicates that he was well-read.
6
“Fiat lux” is Latin for “Let there be light” – the first words that God spoke in the book of Genesis, as they came down
through the Ancient Vulgate version of the Sacred Scriptures.
1

A Simple Guide to Online Donations for New Users
HOW DO I LOG IN?
The Login button is located in the top-right corner of the site – http://stpaulsbhm.churchgiving.com. If this is your first visit to
the site, you will not log in until you have submitted your first transaction.
Once your first donation or payment has been submitted you will receive a log-in email, providing a temporary password
that expires in 24 hours. Use the link in the email to complete your user account by establishing your secure password.
Once completed, you will have access to all of your donation or payment information and can make changes at any time.

HOW DO I MAKE A RECURRING DONATION?
Making a donation or payment is extremely simple. First, click on an individual collection. There will be two options:
Recurring Donation or Payment and One Time Donation or Payment. We will review both options.

1

To begin a recurring donation or payment, you
will first choose an amount and then select the
donation frequency from the options provided.

2

You will then decide when to start and end your
recurring donation or payment. You can choose to
start your transaction right away or at a later date
of your choosing. You can also choose a date for
this recurrence to end.

3

Now you will select the payment source for your
donations. Choose the payment type from the
options provided, then enter your payment
information.

4

Fill in your basic contact information.

5

Check the “I Agree” box and click Create Your
Recurring Transaction button to authorize the
donation.

HOW DO I MAKE A ONE-TIME DONATION?
Click on a collection of your choice, then select
the One Time Donation or One Time Payment button.
Indicate the donation or payment amount and proceed
through steps 3 and 4 outlined above.
After completion, check the “I Agree” box and click Submit
Your One Time Donation button to authorize your transaction.

Need more help? Please contact your church office
or email: WeShare@4LPi.com | Phone: 800.950.9952, Option 1

A Simple Guide to Online Donations
for Returning Users
HOW DO I RESET MY PASSWORD?
Click the Login button located in the top-right corner of the site – http://stpaulsbhm.churchgiving.com. Then select If
you’ve forgotten your password, click here button and a temporary password will be emailed to you.
If you remember your password but would like to change it, log in and then select the My Settings button. Here you can
update your password, along with any of your contact information.

HOW CAN I UPDATE MY CREDIT CARD OR BANKING INFORMATION?

1

Login to your WeShare user account.

5

Click the Create a New Payment Source button
and select the payment type.

2

Once you are logged in, click on the Payments &
Schedules button.

6

Enter the payment information for your new
payment source and click Create.

7

Scroll to find the My Recurring Transactions menu
and click Edit next to the the recurring donation
you want to attach the new payment source to.

8

Select the new source from the drop down menu
and click the Apply Change of Payment Source
button.

3

Scroll down to the My Payment Sources menu.

4

Click the Edit button to edit the current expiration
date. If you have a new credit card you would like
to attach to an existing donation, follow steps
1-8. Only click the Delete button once you have
completed step 8.

HOW DO I CHANGE MY RECURRING DONATION AMOUNT?

1

Login to the site and click the Payments &
Schedules button.

2

Click Edit next to the recurring donation or
payment you wish to change.

3

Type the new donation amount in the Enter an
Amount box.

4

Click the Apply Changes to Recurring Transaction
button to save your change.

Need more help? Please contact your church office
or email: WeShare@4LPi.com | Phone: 800.950.9952, Option 1

