THE CATHEDRAL OF SAINT PAUL
Dear Cathedral Parishioners and Friends:

May 14, 2020

Further to my letter of Monday, May 11 (which is appended below), I would like to share some
additional information about our Masses, now that public worship has been permitted to resume and I have
had further time to consider what adjustments we will need to make here at the Cathedral of Saint Paul.
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▪
▪

▪

ADDITIONAL MASS: Starting this weekend, there will be an additional recited Mass on Sundays
at 7:15am, so that we can be sure there is enough space for everyone at all Masses, given current
seating restrictions. Please consider the 5:00pm Saturday Mass also, which typically has a smaller
crowd. Note well that this additional Mass is a temporary measure, due to our current situation of
limitations. Once we can use all our pews again, I will consider the return to our former schedule.
RECEIVING COMMUNION: To respond to concerns about the method of receiving Holy
Communion, I have decided that the deacons will distribute in the hand only, and the priest celebrant
will distribute on the tongue only. The ushers will assist us with an altered pattern for the
communion procession that will enable each communicant to make his or her choice and traffic to
flow well (pews on the Mary side first, pews on the Joseph side after, etc.). It will be easiest to
explain this pattern at Mass, which I will do. Please be attentive to the indications of the ushers!
CHOIR/MUSIC AT 11:00AM: A smaller ensemble comprised of our choir members will sing at
the 11:00am Mass, maintaining appropriate distance in the choir loft. Their singing will surely
enhance our prayer and continue to distinguish our 11:00am Sunday Mass as the more solemn of
our weekly liturgies. However, there will not be any congregational singing at any of our Masses
until I determine that it is appropriate for us to resume doing so, in consultation with our Bishop.
AVOID CROWDING: Please remember, as you enter and as you leave from Mass, as with the
communion line, always to try to maintain space between parties. It will be especially important not
to rush out at the end of Mass, lest we end up with a “bottleneck” situation. Masses will be briefer
anyhow, so please be sure to stay some moments to say your prayers of thanksgiving, waiting a bit
to leave so that we can avoid any and all crowding of the doors.
LIVESTREAMED MASS: Through Sunday, June 21, I will continue to livestream the 8:30am
Sunday Mass on our Cathedral Facebook page – http://www.facebook.com/stpaulsbhm. Because of
technical limitations with the camera microphone, I will read all the readings. Our lectors and
deacons will assist with the readings, as usual, at all our other Masses.
OFFERTORY: A reminder that a “ballot box”-style receptacle will be at the baptismal font and at
the side entrance, for you to leave your offertory gifts as you enter or as you leave. A collection will
not be taken up during Mass, to limit risk of contagion. Thank you for your generous support!
ORDER OF WORSHIP: A reminder, also, that the missalettes have been removed from the pews.
The bulletin, which will be available at the entrances, has the readings, Gloria, Creed, and 11:00am
Mass propers on the back page. If you take a bulletin, take it with you as you leave. As an alternative
to taking a paper bulletin, you can download it on our web site and follow along on your phone.
PRAYER AT THE END OF MASS: Following Bishop Baker’s directives (below), we will pray
the Hail Holy Queen at the conclusion of Masses through June 30, for the intentions he indicated.

I look forward to seeing all who come to the Saturday 5:00pm or Sunday 7:15am/8:30am/11:00am
Masses. If you are not ready to return, feel sick, or otherwise have concerns about risk for yourself or others,
please stay home. We will get through this with God’s help and a healthy dose of patience! God bless you!
–

Fr. Bryan W. Jerabek, J.C.L., Pastor & Rector
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THE CATHEDRAL OF SAINT PAUL
May 11, 2020
Dear Parishioners and Friends of the Cathedral:
I am pleased to share the news that Bishop Baker has authorized all of our churches to
begin holding public worship again, following upon Governor Ivey’s amended “Safer at Home”
directives. We will follow the bishop’s indications (his letter follows below), taking special
precautions for public safety and health.
I am well aware of the fact that this news will not be welcomed by all. However, please
know that the obligation to attend Masses remains dispensed. Those who wish to resume coming
to Mass may do so; those who are not yet ready for any reason, may wait longer.
Our first public Mass will be at 12:10pm on Wednesday, May 13, celebrated by Father
Altonji. Confessions will be offered at 11:30am, as usual. From Thursday, we will resume our full
regular daily schedule. However, the following variations and precautions will be in place:
➢ Those who feel sick should stay home; because of the general dispensation, there is no
obligation at this time to attend Mass, so there is no sin if you stay home for any reason.
➢ Confessions will continue to be on the front porch of the rectory – rain or shine.
➢ Every other pew will be cordoned-off in church, for front-to-back distancing. Within pews,
individuals or family units should keep at least six feet of distance side-to-side with others.
Those with small children should try to sit near the ends of rows, so that they may step out
more easily if a child should become agitated.
➢ The wearing of masks and gloves is permitted, but both must be removed for
communion.
➢ The entrance-area restrooms will continue to be available, but you are encouraged (as
always) to “go before leaving the house”!
➢ Through the end of May, we will not sing at the Saturday 5:00pm and Sunday 8:30am
Masses; there will be organ accompaniment. The Sunday 11:00am Mass will have
choral music provided by a small ensemble of staff singers, who will maintain social
distance in the choir loft, but there will be no congregational singing. I will assess
whether the time is right to re-introduce our usual music program after Pentecost.
➢ The sign of peace will be omitted and communion will be under the form of the Host only
at all Masses.
➢ We do not have a large supply of hand sanitizer. Each family or individual should
bring their own if they desire to use it. It is starting to re-appear in stores.
➢ The pew bookracks and card holders will be emptied. We will have single-use
bulletins/worship aids that will include the readings and the texts of Mass for Sunday and
Solemnity Masses. Please take one as you enter and take it with you when you leave. Of
course, those who have monthly publications (like Magnificat) or personal hand missals
may wish to use those instead to follow along with the readings and responses.
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-2➢ There will be no collection taken up by ushers until such time as we are able to
procure baskets that are on poles. Until then, at each Sunday Mass, there will be
receptacles placed – one by the baptismal font and one by the side entrance – where
you may deposit your offertory donations either upon arrival or as you leave. Thank
you for your gift! (And please remember that we offer e-giving at
http://stpaulsbhm.churchgiving.com.)
➢ There will not be a procession of the gifts of bread and wine at the offertory.
➢ At communion time, all may approach in the usual way, whether to receive
communion or a blessing. We are all reminded that it is not required to receive Holy
Communion at every Mass we attend – the minimum is once per year; more often is
certainly recommended, but may not always be advisable. Such is especially the case
when a person is not spiritually disposed to receive (i.e., we are to approach
communion in the state of grace and having fasted for one hour before receiving).
➢ In the communion line, please maintain six feet of distance from the person in front of you,
if they are not part of your group.
➢ Let us be careful about making assumptions about other people’s comfort levels –
even if they are friends or long-time “pew mates” or other. We do not always know
the anxiety or fear that another may have, or perhaps even a health concern. We
should all strive to follow the recommended protocols and ask permission if we wish
to break with them.
➢ That said, there is also no way that Cathedral ministers, staff, or volunteers can reasonably
enforce all protocols. Besides, we all need to be responsible adults, being especially
attentive to children, who may not understand the changes that we must make. If at any
time you feel uncomfortable because of someone else, consider charitably and calmly
getting up and moving.
Our parish office will re-open on Monday, May 18. You may continue to reach us through
email and phone also.
As has been the case throughout this entire time of pandemic, we will regularly review all
policies and provisions and determine if any changes are needed. I will promptly communicate
such changes with you.
I know that not all of you will feel comfortable coming to Mass this Sunday or before – or
you may prudently need to stay away for another reason. Be at peace, and know that I am praying
for you and yours. Please pray for me – and let me know if there is any way that I can be of service.
With gratitude for your ongoing support and understanding, I remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Very Reverend Bryan W. Jerabek, J.C.L.
Pastor & Rector

