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II VESPERS FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
NOVEMBER 29, 2020 

OPENING VERSE (STAND) 

Welcome to the Cathedral’s celebration of Second Vespers for the Sundays in Advent.  This order will be your guide for 
the liturgy.  Please note the symbols for cantor or celebrant (V., Can., or Celebrant) and assembly (R. or All) and 

pray accordingly.  Evening Prayer begins with the following verse: 

HYMN              CONDITOR ALME SIDERUM 



ANTIPHON I (SIT) 

PSALM 110 

After the hymn follows the psalmody of the office.  Each psalm has an associated antiphon.  The antiphon will be intro-
duced, then the cantor will chant the incipit of the antiphon (the portion up to the asterisk, i.e., “Rejoice, daughter of Zi-

on…”).  Please join in the remainder of the antiphon.  After the psalm, all sing the antiphon in its entirety.   

The psalm verses are sung alternating by verse between cantor and assembly.  The psalm tone is found at the end of the 
antiphon below. 

Can. The Lord’s revelation to my Master: “Sit on my right: * 
your foes I will put be-neath your feet.” 

All The Lord will wield from Zion your scep-ter of power: * 
rule in the midst of all your foes. 

(etc.) A prince from the day of your birth on the ho-ly mountains;* 
from the womb before the dawn I be-got you. 

The Lord has sworn an oath he will not change. “You are a priest for-ever, * 
a priest like Melchize-dek of old.” 

The Master standing at your right hand * 
will shatter kings in the day of his great wrath. 

He shall drink from the stream by the wayside * 
and therefore he shall lift up his head. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, * 
and to the Ho-ly Spirit: 

as it was in the beginn-ing, is now, * 
and will be forev-er. A-men. 

(The antiphon is then repeated by all.) 



ANTIPHON II 

PSALM 114 

Can When Israel came forth from Egypt, * 
Jacob’s sons from an ali-en people, 

All Judah became the Lord’s temple, * 
Israel became his kingdom. 

(etc.) The sea fled at the sight : * 
the Jordan turned back on its course. 

the mountains leapt like rams *  
and the hills like year-ling sheep. 

Why was it, sea, that you fled, *  
that you turned back, Jordan, on your course ? 

Mountains, that you leapt like rams, * 
hills, like year-ling sheep ? 

Tremble, O earth, be-fore the Lord, * 
in the presence of the God of Jacob, 

who turns the rock in-to a pool * 
and flint into a spring of water. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, * 
and to the Holy Spirit : 

as it was in the beginn-ing, is now, * 
and will be for ever. Amen. 

(The antiphon is then repeated by all.) 

The third antiphon (on the following page) is followed by a canticle.  The antiphon is sung as in the preceding psalms 

(cantor intones to the asterisk, all join thereafter.)  Then, the cantor chants the passages from the book of Revelation, 

while the assembly responds with the single or double Alleluia as indicated.   



ANTIPHON III 

CANTICLE   CF. REVELATION 19:1-7 

Cantor/choir sings each trope, while all respond with “Alleluia”. 

(The antiphon is then repeated by all.) 

Salvation, glory, and power to our God. 

His judgments are honest and true. 

Sing praise to our God, all you his servants,  Alleluia 
all who worship him reverently, great and small. Alleluia, alleluia. 
The Lord our all-powerful God is King;  Alleluia 
let us rejoice, sing praise, and give him glory. Alleluia, alleluia. 
The wedding feast of the Lamb has begun, Alleluia 
and his bride is prepared to welcome him. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son,  Alleluia 
and to the Holy Spirit.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
As it was in the beginning, is now,  Alleluia 
and will be forever. Amen.  Alleluia, alleluia. 



READING                PHILIPPIANS 4:4-5 
Rejoice in the Lord always! I say it again. Rejoice! Everyone should see how unselfish you are. The Lord is near. 

RESPONSORY 

After the short reading, a responsory is sung. The cantor intones the antiphon, which is then repeated by all (e.g., “Let us 
see…”) in its entirety. The “respond” (“And grant…”) is sung after the versicle. After the Gloria Patri, the entire antiphon 

is repeated. 

CANTICLE OF MARY (MAGNIFICAT) (STAND) 

Antiphon (sung by all) Do not be afraid, Mary, / you have found favor with God; * 
you will conceive and give birth to a Son, al-le-lu-ia. 

The Canticle of Mary (Magnificat) follows. The antiphon is sung to the tone below; in the first line, bold print indicates 
the second to last note; in the second line, italics and bold are sung on the moving notes. The verses of the Magnificat are 

found on the following page; the cantor sings odd verses; the assembly sings even verses. 





Antiphon (sung by all) Do not be afraid, Mary, / you have found favor with God; * 
you will conceive and give birth to a Son, al-le-lu-ia. 



COPYRIGHTS 
The English translations of texts of the psalms are from The Liturgy of the Hours copyright © 1974, 1975, 1976, International Com-

mittee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 
Psalm texts copyright © The Grail (England) 1963. Published by Collins, London, 1963. All rights reserved. 

New Testament Canticles and readings from the New American Bible © 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc. Used with 
permission. All rights reserved. 

Antiphon I, II, Responsory, and Psalm tones compiled by Fr. Samuel F. Weber, OSB, ©2012, St. Meinrad Archabbey. Used with per-
mission.  

Antiphon III: Bruce Ludwick, Jr., © 2020. Used with permission 
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All rights reserved. 

The office of Vespers concludes with the sung Intercessions, Concluding Prayer, and Final Blessing and Dismissal below.  

INTERCESSIONS 
After the Celebrant’s invocation and each cantor petition, the following response is sung: 

V. O God, who have shown forth your salvation to all the ends of the earth, grant, we 
pray, that we may look forward in joy to the glorious Nativity of Christ. Who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

R. Amen.  
V. The Lord be with you. 
R. And with your spirit. 
V. May almighty God bless you, the Father, and the Son,  + and the Holy Spirit. 
R. Amen. 
V. Go in peace. 
R. Thanks be to God. 

CONCLUDING PRAYER, FINAL BLESSING, AND DISMISSAL 
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