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 A very Merry Christmas to all! 

 Our gospel this Christmas, in the year of the Lord 2020, has that familiar line about our 

Blessed Mother’s tender care for Jesus: “She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a 

manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.” Our Lady made the best of a difficult 

situation; she loved in the way she could. And that was all that Jesus required of her: indeed, that 

is all he requires of us. He never asks the impossible; moreover, when we do make the best of a 

difficult situation and do what we are able to do, we truly console him – we care for him.  

 Now if we fast-forward to the latter part of this same Gospel of Luke, we see very similar 

language being used: it says that Joseph of Arimathea wrapped the body of Jesus in a linen cloth 

and laid him in a rock-hewn tomb. It was no longer the case of a lack of room in the inn, but that 

there had been no room in people’s hearts for our Lord. They rejected him; they crucified him. 

And St. Luke, looking back over the full life of Christ, recognized that the swaddling and placing 

in the manger of Jesus was a foreshadowing of his wrapping and burial in the tomb. 

 Yes, Joseph of Arimathea made the best of a difficult situation, also. Christ was left for 

dead; but Joseph approached Pontius Pilate and asked for the Lord’s precious body, so that he 

could provide him with a dignified burial. In this correspondence of two passages, we see with 

greater clarity how Christ truly was born to die. As the Servant of God Archbishop Fulton Sheen 

and so many other spiritual writers have said, “The wood of the crèche prefigured the wood of the 

cross”. In this case, we can say, “the swaddle prefigured the shroud”. Jesus lived to die. 

 How are we living at present? To state the super-obvious, this year has been a difficult one. 

But have we really lived? Just imagine if God applied the same risk-management strategy to his 

coming to earth, that we largely have this year: he would never have come at all! He could have 

redeemed us from afar in order to “stay safe” – nothing prevented him from doing that. But no! 

He came among us, he lived as one of us; he risked his life – ultimately, he gave it. Can we picture 

God putting life on hold? No, he did not hesitate to give his life for us. 

 In other words, Jesus, too, made the best of a difficult situation. Ideally, he would not have 

been crucified; ideally, the crowds would have accepted him, crowned him King, and truly lived 

as he commanded. He would have lived a long life on this earth as a man and perhaps died a natural 

death; and somehow, that would have saved us. But no. He came to this world, he took that risk. 

He was rejected, he was persecuted; he was crucified. He did not put his life on hold in the 

meantime – no, he lived out his mission to the absolute full. 

 Am I standing before you this Christmas and implying that you should throw caution to 

the wind, even be reckless? Most certainly not – and I have not done that ever. But I am inviting 

us all to ask that question: Have we truly been living? Our final destiny is not here. Jesus was born 

to die – we were born to die as well. He was born to die for our sins; we will die because of our 

sins, but have the hope of being saved by him, and of being brought to place that is far better than 

anything this world can or has ever offered. Do we believe this? 

 Whatever “living more fully” will entail for each one of us in the year to come, I am 

convinced that it will be a key component of our path forward to a life that again looks and feels 

more normal. In another part of the gospel Jesus told us that he has made us free, that he does not 

call us slaves, that he has called us friends. Let us lay all our fear before the manger this Christmas, 

and be free in our Savior, Jesus Christ – making the best of our difficult situation, living life to the 

fullest as is reasonably possible, living as people of hope! 


