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 This Feast of the Holy Family follows closely upon Christmas; among the things it teaches 

us, is that the Incarnation continues to happen through history in the context of family life. The 

family is a privileged place where God takes flesh, through the ways we love each other, serve 

him, and grow in him. Thus the Church has always called the family a “domestic church”, for God 

is meant to be known, loved, and served there. The father is placed over that domestic church as 

its high priest; the mother assists by nurturing, adorning, and bringing order to it. And the children 

follow their parents’ lead, growing into the men and women God created them to be. 

 The readings highlight these truths in various ways. It is clear from them that the father is 

to be head of the home. This is the order that God himself established. Each and every father should 

reflect upon the person of St. Joseph, who was the leader, the protector, and the guide of the Holy 

Family. St. Joseph worked for a living; he made great sacrifices; and he was a reflection of God 

the Father to Jesus. Christ grew in wisdom and knowledge in submission to his parents; this means 

that he truly learned from them as a human being what he already knew as God. St. Joseph was a 

model of manhood, of righteousness, and of truth for our Lord. 

 Each and every mother must reflect upon the model of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the Holy 

Family. She was there as a nurturing presence, providing beautifully for the family home. She 

pondered the things of God in her heart – especially the plan that God the Father had for his Son 

and hers. Every mother looks upon each of her children, who is unrepeatable and has a unique plan 

of life from God, also, wondering how it will unfold. And she must do her best to nurture and 

cultivate the fulfillment of that plan in the child, together with her husband and under his 

leadership, employing all the gifts of her feminine genius toward these noble ends. 

 Children thus benefit from the love, stability, and proper ordering of the family home and 

domestic church. And the Lord, for his part, promises great blessings to them if they honor their 

parents as he wills. The honor of one’s parents is not without its tense moments; we are all free 

human beings, after all, and we do not and cannot always agree on everything. But we can always 

show each other love, which is to will what is right and good for the other – and we can always 

pay each other respect. The honor of one’s parents is not presented as a negotiable; it is something 

we must do in all circumstances, even when our parents fail in their roles. 

 Yes, as many of us have experienced, not every family succeeds in living up to the model 

of the Holy Family or even trying. Even still, God is present in this divinely-appointed institution 

in one way or another. Sometimes he is found more in the shadows than in the light; whatever the 

case may be, it is he who designed and established the family, and he can never be fully cast out 

from it. Anyone who had a difficult family life is thus challenged to look for and encounter the 

Lord wherever he is hidden or on full display in it. I know many who have done just this, and who 

have thus succeeded in breaking out of historic patterns and establishing new paradigms. 

 Allow me to conclude by saying how grateful I am for all of you – for all the families here 

in our beautiful Cathedral parish. In my four and a half years here I have been invited by many of 

you to bless your homes and share a meal, to get to know you and share in your joys and sorrows. 

A priest freely renounces marriage so that he can serve all and be a sign of the world to come, 

where we will all be united not in individual and isolated family units, but as a holy people around 

God in the great family of heaven. I have been edified in countless ways by knowing all of you, 

and I thank you for modelling the Holy Family to me in many ways.  

 May God bless us all and may Christ be our light as we enter into 2021. Thank you. 


