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 This feast day, which is ordinarily a Holy Day of Obligation, has long been observed, albeit 

under different names and nuances. For a good while, in many places, it was simply the “Octave 

Day of the Nativity” – the eighth day after a major feast, following the ancient tradition of 

celebrating such solemnities for eight days. For many centuries, it was the Feast of the 

Circumcision of the Lord. More recently, it has been observed as the Solemnity of Mary, Mother 

of God. And it is also the World Day of Peace. 

 All these historical variations and nuances are still reflected in the readings. I will start with 

the World Day of Peace, which the first reading clearly communicates. Here we have the priestly 

prayer of blessing God gave to Moses to pronounce, concluding with the wish that the Lord look 

upon us kindly and give us peace. I know this is very much at the forefront of our desires after 

such a difficult year and in such a calamitous time. We sense that the peace that we so want and 

truly need, can only come from God. 

 The second reading and the gospel, to say nothing of the main prayers of this Mass, all 

speak to us of Mary’s divine motherhood. Christ, the prince of peace and the eternal God, entered 

this world of time through her – with her full consent. So we wish to enter into a new year as time 

marches on; under her motherhood, under her watchful care, and indeed, under her protection. It 

always brings us joy to honor our Blessed Mother, and especially to revere her on the first day of 

the new civil year. 

 Now the circumcision of the Lord was done on the eighth day after birth in fulfillment of 

the Jewish law, as attested to also in the gospel – and January 1 is that eighth day. Christ perfectly 

fulfilled the old law, but he also established the new law or covenant that expanded to include the 

Gentiles. As St. Paul said in another part of his Letter to the Galatians, “now there is no longer… 

male or female”:1 whereas the sign of the ancient Jewish covenant – circumcision – applied only 

to males, now, in Christ, all may receive the sign of the new covenant, which is baptism. 

 Yes, Jesus came to fulfill all God’s laws and promises, make it possible for all to be saved, 

and give us the peace that the world can never give. The octave day of a feast usual celebrates 

some nuance of the main feast day; but the birth of Emmanuel is so rich in meaning that it is 

difficult to limit our consideration to just one thing. So we have this interesting feast day that has 

had different emphases down through the centuries, all of which culminate in the figure of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, who said “yes” to God and so paved the way.  

May she accompany us each day of 2021, and may the Lord indeed bless us, keep us, make 

his face to shine upon us, be gracious to us, look upon us, and give us his peace. Amen. 

 
1 Cf. Isaiah 1:3. 


