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Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, B – January 24, 2021 – Very Rev. Bryan W. Jerabek, J.C.L. 

Cathedral of St. Paul, Birmingham – 4:00pm Vigil, 7:15 & 8:30am Sunday Masses – 925 words 

 

 In every generation the question has haunted man, “Is this the time when Christ will 

return and the world will end?”. In our own age, especially, the question seems to have a certain 

weight, and many people really do think the end is near. For Christians, this is not merely a 

thought, but a hope: we want Christ to return! We know that this world is passing away. We 

know that we are only pilgrims in this world. We know that something better awaits us. 

 So, are we in the end times? The answer is “yes”, for the end times began when Christ 

ascended into heaven: ever since then we have been awaiting his return in glory. In the second 

reading we see how St. Paul, in his own time, seemed to think that Jesus would return quickly. 

Yet that was nearly 2,000 years ago and the world still has not ended. Truly, since then, every 

generation has possibly been the last to see this earth. Thus, the words of St. Paul are repeated in 

every generation, down to us today. He says to us, also: “I tell you, brothers and sisters, the time 

is running out”. 

 In the gospel, Jesus calls this end time “the time of fulfillment”. And he immediately 

gives an indication of how this time is to be lived: “Repent, and believe in the gospel”. Each 

moment now has a reference to our relationship with God. He is near at every moment of our 

lives. Thus we should always be turning towards him, which is the meaning of the word 

“repent”. In other words, our lives are to be oriented to him, leaving behind what is bad and 

pursuing what is good. To do this, we believe in and live out the gospel, which Christ himself 

summarizes in a twofold command: love God and love neighbor. 

 The penitential aspect of life that Christ indicates for us is necessary if we would be ready 

for his return, which could happen at any moment. But some prefer to play a game, make a 

wager: they reason that since Christ did not return in so many previous generations, probably he 

won’t return in ours either; therefore, we can live as we wish and somehow make things right at 

the very end. But this is a dangerously presumptuous way to live, one that does not take our Lord 

seriously. After all, it’s not only St. Paul who says that the time is running out; the Lord himself 

speaks to us of his coming like “a thief in the night”! It truly could happen any time: we must be 

ready. Therefore, he says to us, “repent, and believe in the gospel”.   

 The good news is that if we do like the people of Nineveh in our first reading – if we 

heed the Church’s preaching and teaching and sincerely repent – God will have mercy on us. 

Every passing moment is a moment of mercy. If we take advantage of the Lord’s mercy now, we 

will be able to stand before him in judgment when our time comes. Indeed, though we might not 

live to see the end of the world, we will all live to see Christ’s second coming: his second 

coming for each one of us, which is the moment of death, when he calls us to the Father’s house. 

But will he find us ready? Will he find us living a penitential life? Or will he find us mired in 

procrastination, in that spiritual laziness called “sloth” – or worse, in presumption? 

 The matter at hand is urgent. The gospel shows us how the disciples stopped what they 

were doing immediately and heeded the call of the Word-made-flesh, the Lord, to follow him. 

We wish to do likewise. And as I mentioned at the beginning of Mass, this Sunday is also the 

“Sunday of the Word of God”, proclaimed by Pope Francis; the observance of which has been 

urged by Bishop Raica. We are reminded as Catholics that the Word of God is comprised of both 

Scripture and Tradition taken together – the Bible is not an isolated concept that stands on its 

own, but that is read in light of the Church’s teaching and tradition. Thus it is so fitting that we 

hear it proclaimed in the Sacred Liturgy, which is, as it were, an “envelope of tradition” through 

which the Scriptures are proclaimed and explained.  
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And how fitting it is for us to have a passage from the scriptures present in our hearts at 

all times, to meditate on throughout each day and week. It is so good to read the daily Mass 

readings and also to focus on at least one line that you can carry with you from them. I propose 

that we might well keep that line, “they abandoned their nets and followed him” from today’s 

gospel in our ongoing meditation throughout this week, so that we can think about how promptly 

and fully we are following Christ through our daily life and work. 

Let us have confidence in the good God, who gives us this time of mercy and so earnestly 

desires that we be right with him. He will show us his paths and make his ways known to us. The 

hearing of his Word at Holy Mass and our devotional reading of it, also, are particularly 

important, so that we ,au be sure we are following him each day along the way. But “the time is 

running out” – the task is urgent! May we not delay in our response. 


