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Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time, B – January 31, 2021 – Very Rev. Bryan W. Jerabek, J.C.L. 

Cathedral of St. Paul, B’ham – 4pm/5pm Saturday; 7:15/8:30/11am Sunday Masses – 875 words 

 

 In the first reading this Sunday is a prophecy that made a great impression upon God’s 

chosen people: Moses said to them, “A prophet like me will the Lord, your God, raise up for you 

from among your own kin; to him you shall listen”. From that point on, the Jewish people 

awaited the fulfillment of the prophecy; it was seemingly ever-present in their minds. Even many 

centuries later, as the time of Christ’s manifestation to the world approached, they still awaited 

its fulfillment; we need only think of how the people wondered if John the Baptist was “the 

prophet”, or how the woman at the well asked Christ himself if he was a prophet.  

 Yet when the Lord Jesus was manifested to the world as God’s chosen one, the “prophet 

like Moses” who would lead his people to the definitive promised land, and the voice even came 

from heaven saying, “This is my beloved son, listen to him”, so many did not listen to him; so 

many did not – and still do not – accept him. The words of the psalm come to mind: “If today 

you hear his voice, harden not your hearts”. Harden their hearts is precisely what many people 

did and still do. God has fulfilled his promise, yet in the mystery of human freedom, so many do 

not accept it or recognize it. 

 Christ is revealed in today’s gospel as the Lord of all, having authority even over “the 

prince of this world”: the devil and his minions; and we see Jesus casting out those demons. 

They have no choice in the matter: they must obey, for they meet with a higher authority. But 

even as they are cast out, they remain in their fundamentally rebellious state, contrary to the 

goodness and love of God. Their decision has been fixed for ever: for the fallen angels – the 

devil and his demons – there is no hope. Our decisions, on the other hand, are not fixed; we still 

have a free choice, the possibility of choosing aright and repenting of past bad choices. 

 So often throughout our lives we have been rebellious ourselves. In fact, we rebel every 

time we sin, for God commands us not to do the very thing that we do. And then we must face 

the consequences – which can include eternal separation from him. But along with the prospect 

of dire outcomes, there is also the Lord’s offer of mercy. He gives us a chance to repent – that is, 

while we still have time to do so; and as I preached last week, we do not know how much time 

we really have, so repentance is urgent. Therefore, we have hope: the hope of forgiveness, the 

hope of finally submitting ourselves to God’s authority, of serving him and pleasing him, and of 

being happy with him forever in that promised land to which he desires to lead us. 

 “If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts”. “A prophet like me will the Lord, 

your God, raise up for you from among your own kin; to him you shall listen”. As the season of 

Lent approaches, it is important for us to consider, in a serious way, how our relationship with 

Christ is: how well we are listening to him, walking with him, following him – indeed, how we 

are doing in taking up our crosses as he leads us through this valley of tears to the promised land 

of heaven. How will we leverage the grace of that special season so as to become more faithful 

to God, so as to leave our own rebellious tendencies behind? Lent is only a few weeks away!  

 Indeed, this Sunday has traditionally been known as “Septuagesima” – Latin for “about 

70 days before Easter” – and, as I have mentioned in previous years, it begins what we call “pre-

Lent”. This remains a current tradition for many of our Catholic brethren: for our Eastern 

Catholic friends here in Birmingham – the Melkites and the Maronites; for those of the Anglican 

Ordinariate; and for those who primarily frequent the Traditional Latin Mass. The season of pre-

Lent is of ancient origin and is designed to give us time to prepare for and ease into our Lenten 

disciplines. After all, the Church is an “expert in humanity” and knows that starting something 

cold-turkey on Ash Wednesday will likely not give rise to great success.  
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We look forward to the special graces of the Lenten season, which will certainly help us 

in whatever sacrifices we will make and the additional commitments we will take on. But we 

need to prepare ourselves for that time now. What will you be giving up for Lent this year? What 

sacrifices will you make, to grow more detached from the things of this world and more single-

minded in your attachment to Christ? What new practices will you put in place of the things you 

give up? How will we get ready, so that this Lent will be truly profitable, life-giving? May we 

respond generously to the Lord, who extends his help to us even now. “If today you hear his 

voice, harden not your hearts”. May he help us overcome all rebellion and truly take advantage 

of the graces he offers us “today”. 


