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 This feast of the Epiphany is sort of the “apex” or high point of the Advent and Christmas 

seasons. During Advent we contemplated the long-awaited coming of the Messiah; on Christmas 

Day we celebrated his birth and heard of the Jewish shepherds who came to see him. Now the 

Gentile, the peoples from far off lands – represented by the Magi or wise men – hear about him 

and come to meet him as well. And so it is that Christ is manifested as the savior of not just the 

Jewish people but of the whole world. This is the meaning of the word “epiphany”: it is the 

“manifestation” of Christ to the world. 

 Our parish here is very diverse. We have parishioners from different countries, 

backgrounds, and walks of life; sometimes, it might seem like the differences between us are 

great. Yet Christ is the savior of us all, which is to say that he is capable of speaking to us all – 

each and every one of us. Jesus has the answers to the deepest questions and most profound 

longings of every human heart, regardless of place or culture of origin. The story of Christmas 

illustrates this for us, from the simple shepherds who are nearby, to the wise men from the East 

who journey from afar to see the infant Christ. 

 Each one of us has questions that only the Lord can answer and longings that only he can 

fulfill. The great St. Augustine recognized this when he wrote that famous passage in his 

Confessions that we have heard many times, and always need to reflect on: “You have made us 

for yourself, O Lord, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you”. We are religious beings, 

yearning for something greater than this world has to offer, and it is all but impossible for us to 

escape our religious nature. Not even the most ardent atheist can escape it, even as he religiously 

clings to his belief that there is no God and searches in vain for total fulfillment in this world. 

Jesus Christ is the only one who can completely give us fulfillment. 

 We tend, however, to be rather complex, and so very often we end up traveling a long 

and difficult path to find our fulfillment in Christ. The wise men in the gospel were rather 

complex also: they had to seek for Christ, and went to great lengths to find him – unlike those 

simple shepherds, who very readily perceived his arrival and quickly found him where the angel 

indicated he would be. For us who walk that complex path, along the winding way we meet 

people like Herod who are disingenuous, and like the chief priests and the scribes who are self-

involved and indifferent. We also run the risk of falling into their company – that is, if we don’t 

already dabble in their ways from time to time. 

 But the Lord is good: he understands us and he meets us where we are at. He does not 

merely leave us to ourselves, to wander around and hope that we eventually find the way; he 

gives us a light to guide us, just as he sent a star to guide those wise men. We surely need a 

guiding light in our world today – so full of evil and corruption, darkness and greed. Most of us 

here were born during a century that witnessed some of the worst evils in the history of mankind. 

And one wonders if, by the end of this century, things will have been any better. 

 The light that the Lord gives to us is his Church, founded by Christ himself to guide us 

authoritatively on the path to perfect fulfillment in heaven. The Catholic Church encompasses 

people of every race and culture. This feast of the Epiphany, in which Christ is shown to be the 

savior of all men, is really a feast of the Church, which carries on Christ’s mission through time, 

to offer his salvation to every man and woman on the face of the earth. 

 The light of the Church shines amidst this world’s darkness. But just as Christ was 

rejected by many, so also is his Church rejected by many. Anti-Catholicism is one of the last 

acceptable prejudices in our time; it occurs regularly in subtle and not-so-subtle ways in the news 

media and in popular discourse. Not everyone accepts the light that God sends: some are like the 
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chief priests and scribes who are indifferent to it; others, like Herod, are disingenuous or even 

pursue and persecute it. We, for our part, should imitate the Magi – the wise men – who did not 

give up on following the light. Let us take neither our faith nor our membership in the Church for 

granted.  

As we profess in the Creed, “I believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.” May 

Christ increase this faith in us; may he keep us in his Church until death; may he always 

illuminate our way to him in this life; and may we follow that way to the everlasting life in 

heaven. Amen. 


