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 The opening strophe of our second psalm this week, Psalm 115, is a very famous text that 

has been set to music by many composers since the Middle Ages. “Not to us, Lord, not to us, but 

to your name give the glory” – “non nobis, Domine, non nobis, sed nomini tuo da gloriam”. Some 

of the most popular settings are in the form of a canon or round, and they have also been used in 

many films. 

 Well, these historical facts aside, it’s important that we focus on the words themselves, and 

it seems like a good theme for us to bring with us as we soon enter into Lent. We know that our 

lives are given to us by God to bring him greater glory – and that his glory brings us salvation. We 

can consider whether God’s glory is what we live for and what guides our decisions great and 

small. 

 But perhaps we would do well to ask what “glory” even is. Could you define it? One 

popular bible dictionary sort of gives two definitions.1 One is “the manifestation of power or 

might” – so in this case, the showing-forth of God’s power. And the other is that the word “glory” 

is descriptive of the majesty and sovereignty of God. Having these concepts under our belt will 

also guide our consideration. 

 So do we strive to let God’s power and might show forth in our lives? Or do we vaunt our 

own strength? Of course, to allow his glory to shine through, we must humble ourselves before 

him and depend upon him more fully. May he help us to do so. And is his majesty and sovereignty 

reflected in our lives? Another way to consider this is to ask: Would others see me as a child of 

God, who lives under his Lordship? 

 As we soon begin another holy season of Lent, may God’s glory be our focus. Human glory 

ultimately disappoints, and it always fades. It is not lasting, and it can never save us. “Not to us, 

Lord, not to us, but to your name be the glory.” May we seek his glory in everything we do. 

 
1 See Scott Hahn, Catholic Bible Dictionary, Image Books. 


