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 If you read the old Baltimore Catechism on what is effectively the meaning of life – the 

question, “Why did God make you?” – the answer it gives reminds us that our primary purpose is 

not here, in this world; it says: “God made me to know him, love him, and serve him in this life, 

and be happy with him in the next”. Even in this life, our focus is to be on the Lord, so that we 

can be at home with him forever in the next. And this answer, which so many in previous 

generations committed to memory and thus ruminated on throughout their lives, is reflected over 

and over again in the gospel. Jesus often takes examples from everyday life, of worldly things, 

but he uses them to lift the hearts and minds of his listeners to heaven. 

 Thus in his sermon on the Good Shepherd, of which we heard a portion today, he uses 

pastoral imagery. We city-dwellers and Target® shoppers may well have difficulty relating to 

these images in our time, but then, Christ was using images they could understand – not to leave 

them on the earthly plane, but to lift them up to consider the heavenly. Thus he prophesies his 

resurrection: “I lay down my life in order to take it up again… I have power to lay it down and 

power to take it up again”, he says. “There will be one flock, one shepherd”, he adds, referring 

also not just to the Church on earth, made up of diverse peoples from every nation, but to the 

verdant pastures of heaven, where all will be united around God.  

 Peter takes this last detail a step further in the first reading today, where he preaches 

boldly that Christ is the one savior of the human race: “There is no salvation through anyone 

else, nor is there any other name under heaven given to the human race by which we are to be 

saved.” We tend to be so divided, so atomized – a consequence that dates back to the Original 

Sin and was exacerbated at the Tower of Babel. Thus the way we might tend to think on a natural 

level, with our thinking conditioned by our fallen nature, is that there must be a different savior 

for each nation – one that suits them. Or even, that each person can effectively somehow save 

himself. But the gospel and the first reading tell us a different story. 

 Yes, Christ is the one savior, the one shepherd, who alone can gather us together – 

individually and together – into God’s eternal flock. He is the “stone rejected by… the builders, 

which has become the cornerstone” – another way of referring to his resurrection. Human power 

rejected him; they thought they had snuffed him out. But by his own power he overcame and 

rose again, and sits forever as Lord over all who will hear and heed his voice. Each and every 

day, the created world around us, in countless ways, points to these truths. We can always use 

created things as a starting point to lift our minds to God. And Jesus himself led the way in doing 

this, in so many of the sermons and parables he preached. 

 I mentioned at the beginning the idea that older generations who memorized their 

catechism had the possibility of ruminating on the things they memorized. What are we 

ruminating on now? I would suggest that the liturgy gives us a good possibility for rumination in 

the second reading: “Beloved,” St. John says, “we are God’s children now; what we shall be has 

not yet been revealed. We do know that when it is revealed we shall be like him, for we shall see 

him as he is.” What a wonderful way to use our imagination, to contemplate what it will be like 

to be with God in heaven after the resurrection. Imagination is a gift from God – with it, we can 

use the images we have from the created things around us and even rise up to God. 

 Yes, as St. Paul said in another place, “eye has not seen, ear has not heard…” – we can 

never arrive at the full reality now. But we can begin the journey, and there is real value to that, 

since it will condition how we live and where we set our sights. So I leave with you a question: 

What are you ruminating on? How are you starting from the things of earth each day and rising 

up to the things of heaven? What are the questions of your heart, and how are you beginning to 
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find answers through daily life now? Jesus, our Good Shepherd and our only savior, calls out to 

us through the things and circumstances of our daily life – not to leave us there, but to lead us 

beyond. Let us strive anew to hear his voice and follow where he leads. 


