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 An easy-to-miss detail in today’s rather lengthy gospel is the fact that the man born blind 

did not take the initiative to approach Jesus or otherwise ask him for healing. Christ found him, 

as it were, and gave him something that he had not been seeking. And that gift was itself an 

invitation: an invitation to faith. A question we should ask ourselves with regularity is, What 

things that I never asked for, has God given me? 

 The invitation to faith that came with the gift of healing did not come at what might have 

been considered an opportune moment. The man-born-blind, in fact, had every opportunity to 

decide whether he would believe in Jesus or not – and there were some rather weighty reasons 

that he might have taken the gift of healing and run, rather than stick around and believe. 

Whether to shield his parents or avoid the wrath of the Pharisees, not believing would have been 

easier. 

 “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”, Christ asked him. “Who is he, sir, that I may 

believe?”, the man asked in return. Notice his fundamental openness. He does not put pre-

conditions on belief, like the Pharisees. He does not fear social repercussions, like his parents. “I 

do believe”, he says – and then he worships. What’s at work here is not just faith but also trust. 

It’s as if he were saying, “If he can heal me, I can trust him entirely”. 

 Growth in trust could well be a fruit of our going back and asking ourselves that question 

I mentioned at the beginning. We have the gift of faith from God and that is why we are here 

today. But do we live that faith out with full trust – without fear or concern for human respect? 

Can we say also, “The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want”? Seeing just how 

much God has done for us unprompted will benefit us. 

 Indeed, this Sunday, the Church bids us rejoice, as we glimpse the light of Easter coming 

at the end of our penitential season. May our joy, then, be the fruit also of a more solid trust in 

God, born of faith. He has given us so much – including many things we never sought from him. 

If we follow him with faith and trust, we shall want for nothing. May he increase those gifts in 

us.  


