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 The image of the vine and the vineyard that our Lord uses in this Sunday’s gospel is quite 

different from the other agricultural examples he employs in so many other sermons. Things like 

sheep and cattle and wheat fields – to name a few of those other examples – were necessary for 

basic existence. But wine – especially when it involved growing grapes in an arid climate – was a 

luxury, something that required real skill and an investment of time, given all the challenges 

presented by the local conditions. If someone had a vineyard he could be proud; it was a sign of 

prosperity, of hard work paid off.1 By using this example, then, Jesus highlights how much he 

values us, the people he came to save; we are worth the investment and the effort. 

 By God’s providence, this gospel also ushers in the month of May – dedicated as ever to 

our Blessed Mother. Spring is now in full swing and we crown Our Lady with flowers. In ancient 

Greece this month was dedicated to the goddess Artemis, who was invoked for fecundity or 

fruitfulness, and in ancient Rome it was dedicated to the goddess Flora, invoked for all that 

blossoms.2 The Church in her wisdom “baptized” these observances and turned them away from 

false gods to one who represents their meaning in truth, our Blessed Mother. Christ said in the 

gospel that we, united with him as branches to the vine, are to “bear much fruit and become his 

disciples” – Mary forever stands for us as the exemplar of fruitfulness and discipleship. 

 Now an outsider might look at our devotion in this month of May and see it as excess and 

even as pagan – as not substantially different from what the ancient Greeks and Romans did: “see 

how they pay the honor that is due to God to a mere creature”, they might criticize. And many of 

us have been targeted with that very criticism in the past, being accused of worshipping the Virgin 

Mary. But St. Maximilian Kolbe, a great apostle of devotion to Our Lady, once wrote, “Never be 

afraid of loving the Blessed Virgin Mary too much. You can never love her more than Jesus did.” 

We do not worship her but we do love her. As branches on the vine, we claim her as our mother, 

also, and so we desire to fulfill the fourth commandment in her regard. 

 And just as she, through her gift of motherhood, cultivated the vine that is Jesus, so she 

tends us, the branches that have been grafted on through baptism. Jesus said in the gospel that the 

branches are pruned by his Father; indeed, we have many setbacks, hardships, trials, and crosses 

in life that effectively do “prune” us. Well, even as the Father undertakes the painful work of 

trimming off our excesses, the Mother – Our Lady – is there to soothe and console us. Like every 

good mother, she always knows how to make things better, to bring out the best in her children, 

and to give good encouragement. It is our joy to honor her always, to call her “blessed” along with 

every other generation – but especially during this month of May dedicated to her. 

 In what special ways will you honor her this month? Not just by occasionally reciting the 

Hail Mary, the Memorare, or even the whole Rosary, but in other concrete ways? Do you have a 

statue of her in your garden? If not, get thee to the garden center and find a nice one! Do you have 

an image of her inside your home? If not, stop by the EWTN shop in Irondale or go online and 

find one. Do you take time each day for contemplation and meditation, like she always did, 

pondering the things of God in her heart? And most of all, do you frequent the sacrament of 

confession, so that you can always remain united to Jesus, to the vine, to the source of life, and so 

bear much fruit, not being left for the burn pile – to use the image from the gospel? 

 
1 I am grateful to Fr. Peter Harries, O.P., for his insights about the vineyards in Israel. See 

https://www.godzdogz.op.org/torch/wine-gladdens-the-heart.  
2 See this National Catholic Register article for some history about the month of May as Mary’s month: 

https://www.ncregister.com/blog/why-is-may-the-month-of-mary.  

https://www.godzdogz.op.org/torch/wine-gladdens-the-heart
https://www.ncregister.com/blog/why-is-may-the-month-of-mary
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 This last one is what she most desires for us: that we be alive in Christ and bear fruit that 

will last. Sin is what always threatens to cut us off from him: as he says in the gospel, “without 

me, you can do nothing”. But no matter how badly we might fall, our Blessed Mother never looks 

disdainfully or judgmentally upon us, but instead roots and cheers for us, praying for us to get back 

up with the help of God’s grace and be reconciled to him. The outward and inward honor we pay 

her – with images in our homes and gardens, with our daily prayers and meditation – are ways that 

we show her gratitude and that, as holy reminders, support us in living the way we should. Her 

love for us is perfect – and we can never love her too much! 


