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 Philosophy is the study of reality: by it, we apply the use of reason to our experience of the 

world around us and the things and ideas in it that we can perceive. And the practice of philosophy 

often does pierce the mere surface and take us far deeper into the truths of the world than we can 

initially see. Indeed, through philosophy, we can even reach the notion that there is one God who 

is over all: we can reach the notion of a creator, a first mover, an intelligent designer, a supreme 

being. In other words, God himself is discoverable through reason alone: without any divine 

revelation, we can know that he exists. 

 But that discovery by our unaided reason, as exciting as it might initially seem, can also 

ultimately be disappointing: for the God we discover may seem so aloof, so distant. Sure, he exists; 

but from what reason alone tells us, perhaps he made everything and then stepped back to watch 

it all unfold – or it may be he’s not even watching anymore! Many arrive at such conclusions, in 

fact, for the God of philosophy is ultimately an impersonal god, seemingly disinterested in the 

creation he made. We are even tempted to wonder if, after he made us, he did not move on to more 

interesting things – to other worlds, to other creations. 

 Many philosophers, then, working solely from the plain of reason and without the gift of 

faith, arrive at a sort of conundrum: yes, it appears that there is a God – yet he or it does not have 

any involvement with us. It’s as if to say: we can maybe see him off in the distance, but that sight 

has no practical effect for us now. Or some even say that, because God is distant and seemingly 

does not intervene, he is a cruel master; in other words, he is sadistic in the sense that he leaves us 

to ourselves but holds us to his original standard, without helping us further. Wherever the 

philosopher without faith ends up, it is often not a very happy ending. 

 By becoming one of us, however, God comes in Christ to rescue us from these 

philosophical bad endings. Human reason, unaided by divine faith, is finite and limited. But faith 

opens new vistas. It does not cancel reason but elevates it; it takes it deeper and shines light in 

areas that were formerly in impenetrable darkness. Faith reveals to us that God is not aloof or 

distant; much less he is a cruel master. And as Jesus tells us in the gospel, we are not slaves of 

such a master, but we are his friends. Christ offers us something like the Lake Ponchartrain 

Bridge:1 there’s a great distance from one shore to the other, but it gets us there.  

 But he himself is the bridge: this is a very important point.2 He is not merely standing on 

one side or the other, somehow offering to give us a lift to the other side; no, he spans the entire 

distance between us and God. He is at the same time fully man and fully God. As a man he can be 

friends with us, because friendship is among equals and he is one of us. As God, he can save us 

and bring us beyond what our humanity unaided is capable of. But he does not alternate between 

the two – no, he is always fully both. He is the bridge that neither philosophy nor any other mere 

human power can build. And he has called us friends. 

 Friendship is one of the purest acts of charity: we owe it to know one. It is something we 

freely choose to give: to love another person for his or her own sake and not for what he or she 

can offer us. And the Lord has given this distinction to each of us, without exception: he has chosen 

us as his friends! That is to say that his plan is not to enslave us – as some religions have it; nor is 

it to make us the comfortable servants of a benevolent master – as we could be tempted to think. 

No: he made us for total freedom and chose us for friendship with himself. May he also grant us 

the grace to be profoundly convicted of this astonishing truth that reason alone can never discover, 

and to grow into it, so that we may live always and die truly as his friends!  

 
1 Spanning over 23 miles from Mandeville, Louisiana to Metairie, Louisiana without any tunnels. 
2 Much inspiration for this homily came from Aidan Nichols, OP, The Year of the Lord’s Favour, vol. 2 (Herefordshire, 

UK: Gracewing), pp. 211-212. 


