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 The gospels are full of parables, and many of them end with a sort of moral lesson; for 

example, think of the one where the Lord warned, “So will my heavenly Father do to you, unless 

each of you forgives his brother from his heart”. The two parables in this Sunday’s gospel, 

however, do not have an obvious moral. Thus we might be left wondering: What are we to take 

away from them? How do we apply them to our lives? I think their value lies not so much in a 

moral lesson they teach, but in the food for thought they offer. They give us something about 

which, like the Blessed Virgin Mary, we can ponder in our hearts. 

 The first parable is about the farmer who scatters seed, which then, of its own accord, 

sprouts, grows, and comes to full bloom; the farmer knows not how this happens. The seed, in 

effect, has its own laws, its own inner dynamism. And even if our science now tells us exactly 

how seeds develop, we can all relate to the sense of wonder in this parable. And maybe we tend 

to take these sorts of things for granted. We go through our daily motions, and if it were not for 

the laws that God inscribed in nature, certain things would not happen – yet we hardly notice; 

much less do we contemplate them with wonder and awe. 

 The second parable is also about seed – mustard seeds; and here the focus is on 

differences of size: somehow, from a tiny little seed can grow an enormous plant that is large 

enough even for birds to dwell in. Besides the wonder and awe that we can again have, isn’t 

there also something of a paradox in this? After all, why did the Lord will for tiny seeds to 

produce big plants? Why did he choose for plants to originate from seeds? Planting seeds and 

expecting them to become large plants is a normal thing for us to do; but perhaps we can step 

back for a moment and marvel also about the wonders of God’s creation. 

 But it’s important we not stop there. Jesus says that each parable is a comparison with the 

Kingdom of God. He, a good teacher, finds analogies that will help the people understand better 

the concepts he teaches. Considering the Kingdom in light of these parables, then, we can say 

that it is endowed with its own set of laws – an inner dynamism that guides it toward fulfillment. 

Moreover, though it started quite small, comprised of only a handful of disciples, it will be quite 

large when it reaches maturity. Its ending will be very different from its beginning, and it will 

likely not be obvious how that transformation came about. 

 We can see something similar in our own lives, for each of us is a part of the Kingdom of 

God. Things started small – certainly physically, but also, and especially, spiritually. With God’s 

help, and in ways we haven’t always understood, we have grown. We are spiritually in a 

different place now than we were as children. We have learned our prayers, received various 

sacraments, and come to know the Lord on more intimate terms – and we strive to follow him 

faithfully each day. The presence of his grace in our souls, and his Holy Spirit’s dwelling within 

us, give us an inner dynamism, also, that guides us toward our purpose. 

But there can be a certain dissatisfaction in this. For we want to know the future – we 

want to know what else the Lord has in store for us and how we will get there. Some even seek 

to gain such knowledge in illicit and spiritually dangerous ways, out of curiosity or perhaps even 

desperation. But the Lord has veiled the future for good reason, for very often, the present is 

more than enough to handle. When we look back over all that we have suffered to this point and 

the surprising turns our lives have taken, we must conclude: going through it was enough, but 

knowing about it all in advance would have been too much to bear!  

Thus St. Paul reminds us in the second reading that “we walk by faith, not by sight”. We 

must learn to step out in faith and trust that the good God who, having brought us this far, will 
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lead us to fulfillment. He sees the big picture; we only see a very tiny part. The past we see in 

20/20, the present is blurry, and the future is completely hidden. We are invited to trust in that 

inner dynamism that the Lord provides us, also, and in how, just as it seems so improbable that a 

tiny seed could produce a grand tree, so our lives can be something quite grand in his sight – as 

difficult as that may be to see here and now. 

As we pray in this Mass and in our meditation this week, it would be good to reflect upon 

our path in life to this point. Cannot we all look with wonder and say about this or that, “How on 

earth did that happen?” The Lord has endowed us, the members of his Kingdom, with an inner 

dynamism, and the results are often surprising indeed. He invites us to go forward in faith and to 

ask regularly for an increase in faith. We could say that the parables this Sunday do not tell us 

what to do, but how to think. May we contemplate these things, then, holding them in our hearts, 

and step out in faith anew to follow our Lord.  


