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 The Church’s official language, Latin, retains a nuance that is often difficult to capture in 

English translation or, indeed, in many other vernacular tongues. In connection with today’s 

gospel, I think about the passage in the Creed, where it says that Christ, “for us men and for our 

salvation, became incarnate” – the words in Latin for “for our salvation” are “propter nostram 

salutem”. “Salutem” is often translated “salvation” in English, but it has more nuance than that, 

for it relates to the concept of “health” also.1 In other words, the incarnation was not just for our 

salvation, but for our healing. Or another way of putting it is, our salvation in some way involves 

our healing. And being that we are composed of body and spirit, that healing can relate to both 

parts of who we are. This is a broader meaning than we might initially pick up in the English word 

“salvation”. 

 Our gospel today bears out this concept. The woman with the hemorrhage, the issue of 

blood – I think what the passage means to convey, perhaps in a more delicate way, is that she had 

a serious problem with her cycle and her fertility, and so experienced a crisis in her identity as a 

woman and her vocation as a mother – this woman is healed by Christ, and he tells her that her 

faith “saved” her. Her salvation involved her bodily healing; faith was the key that unlocked it. 

But then there was the little girl, whose troubled father approached Jesus; she was evidently dead, 

but Jesus told him, “Do not be afraid; just have faith” – and it was the synagogue official’s faith 

that led to the little girl’s healing. Faith is necessary for our salvation, and indeed, for our healing. 

The Lord so often, throughout the gospels, gives signs of healing as evidence of his work of 

salvation. 

 But there is another detail that connects with this relationship between salvation and 

healing, found in this passage: the synagogue official was a public person – a well-known figure. 

But the woman with the issue of blood was, in a way, faceless, nameless; she, for her part, 

represents the majority of people who are not well-known individuals, who are part of that large 

group of humanity that does not make it into the annals of recorded history. Christ came to save 

all. And to manifest his salvation, he often healed people of all types. The common element 

between them all was not social status, religious lineage, wealth, or any other metric that we often 

apply to our daily life on this earth and the way that we judge and categorize each other; no, the 

common element was faith. Faith was the key that opened the floodgates of his grace, that saving 

grace that brought healing and salvation.  

 The reality of sin and the wounds it has visited upon us often causes us to focus mostly on 

the physical. We relish speaking about our age and how it has led to all manner of bodily 

limitations – to aches and pains, to fatigue; for some, there is even a tendency to boast of illness. 

And so, in our prayers, it can be so easy to focus on the bodily when asking for healing. But the 

Lord sees our full reality, and he often sees that what is necessary proper nostram salutem – for 

our healing, for our salvation – is not what we think. For the woman in the gospel as for the 

daughter of Jairus, a bodily healing was beneficial for their spirits. It is not always so for us. 

Sometimes the spiritual is more needful, and the Lord wishes to do his best work there. Faith 

enables us to place that decision in his hands, and to reach out to him all the same, like the woman 

with the hemorrhage. 

 But the people in the gospel ridiculed our Lord. Their cynical unbelief, combined with a 

sense of how the Messiah “should have” done things, prevented them from having that faith that 
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the older woman and the synagogue official had. Have we gotten cynical in our relationship with 

him, also? Perhaps, in our prayers, we have desired healing and salvation in a limited way – 

focusing, for example, only on the physical, when the Lord sees that, for us, the spiritual is more 

advantageous? Faith enables us to step out into the obscurity; it reaches out to touch the fringe of 

his garment, though we know not what the result will be or where he will lead. We are more than 

just bodies; we have souls, also – souls that will live forever, whereas our bodies will be re-created 

in glory. May we indeed reach out to the Lord in faith for healing – healing, in whatever way is 

best for us and for our salvation. 


