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 Our Lord was rejected by his own, as we heard in the gospel of Mark just now; we recall, 

also, how St. John phrased it in the prologue of his own gospel: he said Jesus “came to his own, 

and his own received him not”. And we see that the failure to receive him was not by a group that 

was irreligious – after all, he visited them in the synagogue. They believed in God and on some 

level awaited the fulfillment of his promises. No, their willful rejection of Christ came because he 

failed to meet the expectations they had formed for how the Messiah would be.  

 St. Paul’s own experience brings the consideration very close to home for us, also. We see 

in the passage from 2 Corinthians in today’s second reading that he evidently had formed an 

expectation for how the Messiah would save him. Yes, Paul had embraced Christ – we could say, 

more than most others. But even after accepting him, he came upon a stumbling block in the form 

of his own weak nature and a sense that it was holding back from loving God as he ought. In a 

certain sense, he had his own moment of wondering, “Is this not the carpenter’s son?”. 

 We do not know what exactly the “thorn in the flesh, an angel of Satan” was that Paul 

perceived was hindering him. But we do know that we all have such thorns or bad angels, as well. 

They take a great many forms, from love of money to lust. But we all must reckon at some point 

or another with the sense that “if only I did not have this struggle, this temptation, I would be able 

to love God as I ought”. And this puts us, also, in that inconvenient place where we might end up 

like the people of the Lord’s native place, and possibly reject him too. 

 “Is this not the carpenter’s son?” “Maybe he is not really the one, since he has not delivered 

me the way I want from this thing” – or it could be a person – “that vexes me”. But Christ says to 

us, also, as to Paul: “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness”. In 

other words, “you might think that thorn in the flesh, that angel of Satan which bothers you, is 

holding you back from loving me and fulfilling my purpose; but with the help of my grace you can 

still love me in spite of it, and I will use that weakness to save you.”  

 God’s grace is sufficient: we must learn to seek it, to depend upon it. We cannot save 

ourselves. Much less can we fashion our own Messiah, one who suits our wants or needs. Our task 

is to accept Christ as he is – and to accept ourselves as we are, also, with all our thorns. And from 

there, to start loving him, responding to his grace, which is always sufficient. Indeed, the Church’s 

teaching reminds us that “God gives to everyone he creates sufficient grace to save his soul; and 

if persons do not save their souls, it is because they have not used the grace given.”1 

 Some focus on the thorns; some focus on the roses. We are God’s garden. He skillfully 

cultivates us unto salvation, with all the thorns, the pruning, the droughts, and the good seasons 

that our human condition entails. His grace is sufficient, and our weakness showcases his power. 

Do not say or think, “if only I did not have this problem, I could finally start loving God as I 

desire”; no, say rather, “this challenge is an opportunity: I accept it, and I will strive to love God 

in spite of it. I will have faith.” May he grant us all an increase of that faith, and help us always to 

live it out. Amen. 

 
1 Baltimore Catechism, question no. 479.  


