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 This Sunday, we begin a break of several weeks from the Gospel of Mark, and launch on 

a continuous reading of the famous sixth chapter of John’s gospel instead. This chapter, as you 

know, is one of the most important when it comes to our Catholic teaching on the Most Holy 

Eucharist, for our Lord speaks in a clear and literal manner about the gift of his body and blood 

that he was going to leave us – and in fact has. The Blessed Sacrament is our greatest treasure; we 

look forward to encountering Jesus Christ in it each Sunday and each Holy Day, if not more often; 

we draw strength from this gift and know that it gradually makes us more like him. 

 So this chapter opens with the miracle of the feeding of the five thousand; of all the miracles 

Jesus did during his public ministry, this is the only one that is included in all four gospels. 

Matthew, Mark, and Luke are the “synoptic” gospels – a Greek word that means “seeing together”; 

even though each of them has his own style and distinct features, yet there is a great deal of 

similarity between them as well. Whereas John is often described as writing from a high altitude 

or perspective of contemplation, and so his gospel reports many different things. The fact that he 

includes this miracle also, however, shows how it bears extra-special consideration. 

  And we start to understand why this miracle is so profoundly important when we step back 

and see its broader context: John the Baptist had just been beheaded by Herod. John was a rockstar; 

he was the religious leader of Israel in his time, with a huge following – and Herod had dispatched 

him. And, as Mark’s gospel relates, the disciples had just taken his headless body and laid it to rest 

in a tomb before they went to find Jesus and report the awful news. We can imagine this scene 

quite well: they ran to our Lord, covered in blood and dirt from the burial, utterly shaken because 

their great role model had been killed. And this shakes our Lord, too. 

 Christ of course already knew, as God, all that had happened; indeed, he had foreseen it. 

But he is not just God; he is also fully man. So he had to square up with this awful news in his 

humanity, too – with all the emotions that an integrated man has. Think of how, just a few chapters 

from now, he would be weeping over the death of his friend, Lazarus. Well, what would have been 

his response when his twelve disciples, completely overwhelmed and reeking of death and burial, 

came to him in a frenzy and told him the shocking tale? No wonder he wanted to take them apart, 

for some time away – some time to decompress and process. But that was not all… 

 No, there was another reason why Jesus would have been especially impacted by this 

dramatic situation. In short, it meant that it was now his turn; his time had come! The Baptist was 

the precursor. With John’s death, now Christ’s expiatory sacrifice was on the horizon. Again, in 

his humanity, this would have been repulsive: Who wants to die? Who can even make such a 

decision in a state of shock and mourning? But this is why the feeding of the five thousand, with 

all that follows about the gift of his body and blood, is so astonishing: it tells us he shifted gears 

immediately; he was determined to do what he was sent to do; he in no way hesitated. 

 To put an even finer point on things: this miracle teaches us that Jesus not only immediately 

accepted his death for our salvation, but sweetened the deal; not only would he die for us, but his 

death would produce a superabundant effect. We see this in the 12 baskets left over, even after 

everyone had their fill – and in the verses that follow, that we will hear over the next several weeks, 

where the Lord makes it clear that he intended not only to satisfy us but to remain with us always. 

No wonder, of all the miracles Jesus did before his resurrection, John the Evangelist chose to report 

this one also: it was truly a tectonic shift, that illustrated Christ’s salvific plan. 


