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Queenship of Mary (Readings from 21st Sunday, B) – August 22, 2021 – Fr. Bryan W. Jerabek 

Cathedral of St. Paul, Birmingham – 5pm Vigil; 7:15 and 11am Sunday Masses – 850 words 

 

 I am grateful to Bishop Raica for allowing us to use the prayers for the Queenship of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary today, which ordinarily would have been superseded by the Ordinary Time 

Sunday. Thus we are able to keep a beloved feast on this octave day of the recent celebration of 

the Solemnity of the Assumption. Last Sunday we contemplated how Our Lady’s life on this 

earth concluded: she was not to see the corruption of the tomb; she was immediately taken up, 

body and soul, into heavenly glory. Today’s feast is the point of closure: then she was crowned 

by her Son as Queen of heaven and earth – Queen of the universe, Queen of all creation. 

 Now we heard the regular Sunday readings, and they are very fitting. For they narrate 

that history that goes back to the very beginning of the human race – a history in which our 

Blessed Mother was a pivotal player. Adam and Eve were not submissive to God; they disobeyed 

him. But even in that moment of disobedience to God, there was disorder in their relationship 

with each other, for Adam did not step in lovingly to lead his wife in doing what was right, but 

stood by quietly instead and let her fall into sin. But then he took part in her crime besides. Yes, 

before the act of eating the fruit, there was already a disorder in their relationship. 

 And this story has repeated itself since. The first reading gave us a good example of this 

recurring story: in it, the people pledged to be faithful to God – and faithful to their earthly 

leader, Joshua, the successor of Moses. And they were so – for a time; but after Joshua’s death 

they fell back into slavery to sin and disorder with each other. They gave themselves over to 

idolatry, and with that came many other forms of immorality and, indeed, of societal breakdown. 

To sin is to do one’s own will instead of God’s – to fail to be submissive to the will of God. And 

there has never been an example of this fatal choice having a truly good outcome. 

 On paper – in the abstract – it is a foregone conclusion that we should always do God’s 

will. But our experience repeatedly tells a very different tale: we want the very things that we 

know are bad for us; we often do them instead. We know that God alone can make us happy, but 

we actively doubt that truth in practice a thousand ways throughout our lives by the moral 

compromises and outright sinful decisions we make. It is not easy to subordinate ourselves fully 

to the Lord. Indeed, sometimes we fancy that perhaps it might be easier if he did some great sign 

– if he really impressed us with his power. But the gospel puts the lie to that dream too. 

 Yes, for the people had now been fed in great numbers by the Lord – recall the feeding of 

the 5,000, a number that did not include the women and children, a few weeks back. He had 

previously worked many other miracles besides. And he has now told them how he will remain 

with them always, to satisfy their every need, through the gift of his body and blood in the form 

of true food and true drink. So the decision point arrives: some leave, and he turns to the others 

and says, “Do you also want to leave?” Those who left would join a very long line of people who 

“left”, as it were, going back to our first parents – who left by not following God’s way. 

 Peter answers with the Church’s faith: “Master, to whom shall we go? You have the 

words of eternal life.” He chooses rightly, and he influences many others thereby as well. Not 

that his choice will “stick” – no, in a little while, he will be denying Christ and weeping bitterly 

for it. We have all been there too: we have had those brilliant days when we did really well; but 

we have also had many days when we chose our own way instead of the Lord’s. There are only 

two who perfectly submitted themselves to God and consistently did his will: Jesus and Mary. 

And today we celebrate God’s triumph through Mary, crowned and enthroned in heaven. 

 Just because she is God’s royalty does not mean she is somehow aloof or removed from 

our common lot, from our trials, from our need. Indeed, her humility requires her to come to our 

aid, for she knows that she can claim no credit for her accomplishments – that they were all 
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enabled by God’s grace. She looks with pity and true motherly compassion on us, and from her 

God-given position of authority and influence, she seeks for us all the assistance we need. She 

models for us true submission to God’s will and obtains for us the grace to grow into that way of 

life. She is more than our Queen: she is our Mother, who powerfully intercedes for us, so that 

where she has gone, we may follow.   


