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24th Sunday in Ordinary Time, B – September 12, 2021 – Very Rev. Bryan W. Jerabek, J.C.L. 

Cathedral of St. Paul, Birmingham, Ala. – 5pm Vigil; 7:15 & 11am Sunday Masses – 875 words 

 

 Over these last few weeks and for a couple of weeks more, the second reading is from the 

Letter of Saint James. And this week’s passage contains his famous teaching that faith without 

works is dead. A faith kept to ourselves – that is not demonstrated in some external way, that is 

not lived-out – such is not a living faith! Therefore, from going to church to loving those around 

us, we are called to live out what we profess; and indeed, we are called to share our faith with 

others. 

 One of the ways we demonstrate our faith in God is through our charitable giving. 

Whether we support the Church’s works through the Sunday collection, other charities, or the 

needy whom we encounter, the Lord invites us in many ways to share generously our material 

blessings. And whenever we share what we have, we also give in some degree a little of who we 

are – we share ourselves. This is most pleasing to God! 

In light of our second reading, we can ask: Does my charitable giving reflect a living 

faith? It is important to reflect on this and evaluate how we give. For example, is what we give 

deliberately decided? Here we run the risk of falling into the particular trap of always giving the 

same amount, in a mechanical way, year after year, in spite of the cost-of-living increases and 

special blessings that we may have received. Do we ever give the Church and our other charities 

a raise? 

Those of you who formally joined the parish in the past few years received a letter from 

me welcoming you, along with a giving chart that was percentage-based. The Church does not 

prescribe tithing – although the 10% tithe is certainly a holy tradition and a venerable part of our 

broader Southern culture. But what the giving chart you received encourages is that you consider 

your gift, in some way, as an intentional percentage of your overall blessings from God. In this 

way, it will always keep up, in proportion to your situation. The Lord thus always occupies the 

same place – we pray, the first place – amidst otherwise changing circumstances.   

But to determine if our giving reflects a living faith, we may also ask if it involves some 

sacrifice, as the gospel reminds. “Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up 

his cross, and follow me”, Christ says. Do I make sacrifices so that I may give more? Here I 

think we run the risk of falling into the trap of giving just what we have left over. The old – and 

perhaps tired – saying is, “Give God what’s right, not what’s left”. It could be that the Lord is not 

really first, if we start with our other expenses and only consider him last. That approach 

certainly does not bespeak a living faith. 

Here I wish to address for a moment those who perhaps do not give, or may only give 

occasionally. I speak to you as someone who is not getting materially rich himself. But I, too, 

must share my blessings! And even at the venerable age of 43, I am still paying off student loan 

debt! No, but I still must give – for I have income. In other words, if you have income, where is 

the Lord in the midst of that? Give to him first, even if only a small amount. Be intentional, 

though you wish you could give more. No amount is unimportant! Think of the Widow’s Mite – 

that woman in the gospel who put a small coin in the temple treasury; she gave all she had, and 

the Lord said she gave more than others. If we have income, the Lord should be in the mix! What 

are you giving regularly?  

We are on the cusp of “Catholic Charities season” here in the diocese; registered 

households have already received a mailing with a pledge card and have been asked to commit to 

some gift for the Year of the Lord 2022. I have already sent in my personal pledge. Our parish 

goal this year is $150,000 towards the overall diocesan need of over $4 million. “Catholic 
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Charities and Communities”, as it has lately been styled, is our support of our bishop and all his 

programs and priorities. If you’ve lost your pledge card or didn’t receive one, there are cards in 

the back by St. Anthony, as always. But our gift to the weekly offertory is also important, and 

thus I have spoken to you about it today also.  

Finally, I would be remiss if I did not thank you for your support. We have been able to 

grow our programs both here at the Cathedral and throughout the diocese in recent years 

precisely because of the generosity of many. For example, when Bishop Raica asked me to take 

on Campus Ministry this year, I was able to reply “yes”, not only on the basis of my trust in God 

and promise of obedience – no small thing – but with the knowledge of your generosity and our 

capacity for growth here. I am extremely grateful, even as I ask that all take inventory and 

review their faithful giving. Please, let us all be generous, in living faith! Thank you! 


