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First Sunday of Advent, C – November 28, 2021 – Very Rev. Bryan W. Jerabek, J.C.L. 

Cathedral of St. Paul, Birmingham – 5pm Sat. Vigil, 7:15 & 11am Sunday Masses – 1,000 words 

 

 The gospel we just heard narrates the prelude to the end of the world, but the proper way 

to understand it is rather as a new beginning. In fact, that is what this season of Advent is about: 

we look back to the new beginning brought to us by the Incarnation – to the new hope and 

salvation it gave; and we look ahead to the new beginning that will happen upon the Lord’s 

return, when he will inaugurate the new heavens and the new earth. 

 Well, “new beginning” sounds nice, but the first one was neither easy nor fun, and what 

is said of the second is rather jolting besides. The whole world was at peace when Jesus came the 

first time – yet, in a sense, things were so peaceful that the majority were in a slumber and 

missed his first visitation; and we know how it all ended. The second coming will not be 

preceded by peace, as the gospel recounts – but it warns against a slumber then, too. 

 Yes, we run the risk of becoming dull to the Lord’s movements even amidst all the trials 

and tribulations by which our time is marked. “Beware that your hearts do not become drowsy”, 

he says! Advent is a time to rekindle the flame, to awaken our hearts, to grow in vigilance. Many 

of us are continually “running ragged”; we are too busy. Then, when we do have time, we tend to 

fill it with technology, entertainment, or other distractions. 

 What would the end of the world look like for us today? The gospel speaks of “signs in 

the sun, the moon, and the stars” and other great calamities. One wonders, though, if Jesus were 

speaking to us today, if he wouldn’t declare instead, “There will be a great internet outage in the 

land, and Instagram will suffer an irreversible data loss”! What we might imagine the end of the 

world to look like in today’s terms could reveal also the things that are most driving us into that 

slumber – that somnolence that could ultimately cause us to miss the Lord’s visitation. 

 I was edified to meet a family recently that shared how they don’t have wifi at their lake 

house. When they are there, it is time to be family: to disconnect, to reconnect with what is truly 

important. The kids might complain at first – sure. But as is often the case with juvenile 

complaining, at some point they realize they are actually enjoying themselves. And the cherished 

memories they have from those times can never be taken away. 

 For us adults, there is often an existential fear that lurks beneath the surface when we 

have the choice between being awake in reality or keeping ourselves anesthetized by technology, 

entertainment, other distractions, and general busy-ness. And just as we might have to challenge 

our children to do normal human things, so we must be intentional ourselves and confront our 

fear or unease so that we can connect with what is truly important, too. 

 We are thus invited, as we launch into another Advent, to consider both the quantity and 

the quality of the time we give each day to the Lord and to the things in life that are truly lasting, 

versus the time we fritter away on “the anxieties of daily life” and other things that might cause 

us to slumber and become dull. In making this confrontation and the intentional decisions that 

flow from it, we, with God’s help, will succeed in being more awake. 

 But our greater wakefulness will not be merely for the purposes of some delayed 

gratification, of being ready for the end of our lives or the end of time, whichever shall come 

first. No – for we will thereby be more awake also to Christ’s ongoing presence and action in our 

midst each day, not just at the end. He is with us always, as he promised – until the end of the 

world. And each day with him is truly a new beginning – a new opportunity. 

 For with him there is always hope, and he makes all things new, as we read in Revelation. 

If we come to recognize and look for his presence in our daily lives, we will not ultimately have 

to go looking for him in the signs in the cosmos or the calamities that befall us. But have we 
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grown dull to his presence? What Advent adjustments do we need to make? This is a penitential 

season of preparation leading up to a great feast. How will we prepare?  

 The second reading exhorted us to an examination of conscience: “we earnestly ask and 

exhort you in the Lord Jesus that, as you received from us how you should conduct yourselves to 

please God”, Paul said, “…you do so even more”.  This is a time for us to take prayerful 

inventory of our moral lives and make a holy confession, especially if we have fallen out of 

God’s grace through mortal sin. Grace is what enables us to live each day with him. 

 The first reading gave us the hope of true justice being fulfilled in God and Jesus, his 

promised servant. But living with the Lord means that justice is not just a future prospect, but 

something that we pursue with him now. So another consideration this Advent, as we 

contemplate our daily encounter with the Lord, is whether we are seeking to serve others, to right 

wrongs, to mend broken relationships, and to help those in need.  

 Both these things – examination of conscience with confession, and seeking justice, 

service, and reconciliation – can only be pursued in the right measure when we our priorities are 

straight. “Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness”, Jesus said, “and all will be given 

to you besides”. Is he first in my life? Do I pray to him each day? Do I find delight in the things 

of God? We ask him for the grace of a holy Advent, a new beginning. 


