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 The change between liturgical seasons happens rather abruptly, and this reflects the 

general abruptness of life. Jesus really did die on a Friday afternoon and rose from the dead not 

long after – three days in the Jewish calculation, but much less by our modern ways of counting 

time –, much to the astonishment of all who had thought that his death was final. We see that 

confusion in how Peter and John encountered the empty tomb: they saw, they believed… but 

they did not yet understand. It took a while to set in. They were not yet ready to celebrate. 

 Maybe we sometimes feel that way, especially as we transition from the two penitential 

seasons of the year into the two great seasons of celebration, Christmas and Easter; it seems a bit 

abrupt. And we are faced with questions like whether we really made a good preparation. Did we 

do what we set out to do? To put a fine point on it, Was this our “best Lent ever”? Answers vary; 

some did achieve what they hoped for, whereas others are tempted to beat themselves up for 

having failed – perhaps yet again. For these last, it may be hard to enter into the joy of Easter. 

 St. John Chrysostom wrote a lovely Easter sermon on this very topic. He was an early 

Church Father who died in the year 407, having been archbishop of Constantinople during a very 

difficult and complex time of Western and ecclesiastical history. He was one of those saints 

known for his penitential way of life – and for his strong and eloquent words denouncing heresy, 

sin, and corruption. So with that background, we might think that he would have imposed 

another forty days of penance on those who did not complete their Lenten sacrifices so well. 

 But that was not the approach that St. John Chrysostom took at all. He saw the Easter 

event – Christ’s victory over sin and death – as so life- and history-changing, that everyone must 

celebrate it, without exception. And he found scriptural evidence for his conviction. Recall the 

parable of the vineyard workers from the gospel. The landowner went out to hire day laborers; 

some he hired first thing, others at mid-day, and some right before the end of the shift. He paid 

the same wage to all, rewarding the ones and being generous to the others, as St. John said.  

 Yes, even if this was not our most successful Lent ever, or even if we cannot claim to 

have had a successful one to date, we must enter into the joy of Easter. The Lord pays the same 

wage to all. His rising from the dead gives us the hope that one day we will triumph in our own 

struggles. Next year’s Lent lies ahead – we will have another chance to give it another go, God-

willing. What has passed has passed; we must let it go. It is time to celebrate, for God has had 

the final word. We will continue to seek his grace and ask that his plan be accomplished in us. 

  Indeed, a grace that we can ask the Lord for at this Mass today and throughout the 

coming season of joy is that we might more fully come to understand what St. Paul meant when 

he said, in our second reading, that our lives are hidden with Christ in God. We can perhaps 

explain it theologically, connecting it with the Paschal sacrament – our baptism, our insertion 

into Christ, our being grafted onto his Mystical Body. But how do we experience it? And how 

could we explain our experience of it to others? This is where we often have the room to grow. 

 In other words, like Peter and John, we believe – but we yet strive to understand. This is 

the journey of faith; this is faith’s impulse. And with time, the mystery does unfold more fully in 

us; we have new insights into how we are even now participating in Christ’s victory over sin and 

death. He has a plan for each one of us that is better than any plan we could ever dream up. So let 

us never give into discouragement in our struggles. The outcome is assured if we remain with 

our Lord Jesus Christ, no matter how winding or difficult the journey. A very joyful Easter to all! 


