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 One of the ancient students of sacred scripture, whose writings Saint Thomas Aquinas 

wove into in his collection of commentaries on the gospels, the Catena Aurea or “golden chain”, 

asked an interesting question concerning this gospel passage we just heard.1 His name was 

Theophylact, an 11th-century deacon in Constantinople, who went on to become an archbishop in 

what is now Bulgaria, and who had a great reputation as a scripture scholar besides. The question 

this Theophylact asked was effectively, “Does it not seem trifling that our Lord is commenting on 

how to throw a proper dinner party? Does this not fall short of the Word of God?” 

 Theophylact’s question would have been impious if he had just launched it without 

answering it, or if he had been asking it with an intention to provoke irreverence toward God’s 

word. But that was not his intent, for in the answer he provided, he leads the reader to an even 

deeper reverence. He likened the whole thing to a physician: a good physician cures big illnesses, 

but he also cures small ones. In other words: Jesus is interested in every aspect of our lives; he 

came to save the whole human reality, not just the high points or the bigger parts. He was invited 

to the dinner party also, so he had something to say about it. 

 But then, if we step back a bit from this passage and see it in a broader context, we find 

another dynamic at play. It said that Christ was dining at the home of one of the leading Pharisees. 

Now the Pharisees were not known for promoting humility; on many occasions, the Lord 

upbraided them for their pride. Think of the passage where Jesus said, “Woe to you Pharisees! 

You love the seat of honor in synagogues and greetings in marketplaces”.2 Many theologians down 

through the centuries have observed that pride is at the root of every sin we commit. Jesus sees 

another opportunity to call them to a higher and better life. 

 In this sense, we see how the Lord patiently and continuously calls everyone to conversion. 

He does not pass by just once, tell us what we must do, then abandon us to work it out by ourselves; 

no, he actively extends his hand and his grace to each of us throughout our lives. I think about a 

particular case of this in my own history. I had not been practicing the faith, but the Lord was 

calling out to me over the course of a few years. At one point, when I first went to college out of 

high school, my dorm was right next to the local Catholic church, and there was a distinct inner 

voice that said, “you should go there”. I didn’t go. 

 Well, he did not give up on me, and here I am, some 26 years later, not only going to the 

Catholic church, but as a Catholic priest. In what ways has he not given up on you through the 

years? In what ways has he shown an interest in the details great and small of your life? And most 

importantly, In what ways is he still dropping by to call you to a deeper conversion, even in areas 

that, to some, may appear trifling? A healthy reflection on these questions will help us to grow in 

that golden virtue – esteemed by all and rewarded by God – of humility, for we will see how 

exquisite his care for us has been, like that of a skilled physician. 

 Yes, we will see how, contrary to what pride might induce us to think, we have not had it 

all together nor have we ever been able to save ourselves, but that the Lord has been working in 

us to bring about our entrance into the festal gathering of heaven in the city of the living God. And 

he is not done with us yet. The humbler we are, the more effectively we can cooperate with his 

work, and the greater progress toward the goal we will make. Humility, which is a modesty and 

lowliness before God and others, disposes us rightly for what he intends to accomplish in us, and 

helps us to see others not as competitors but as coheirs to his glory. 

 
1 St. Thomas Aquinas, Catena Aurea, section on Luke 14:7-11, first citation of Theophylact. 
2 Luke 11:43. 


