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Solemnity of Christmas – December 25, 2022 – Very Rev. Bryan W. Jerabek, J.C.L. 

Cathedral of St. Paul, Birmingham – 5pm Vigil; 12am and 11am Masses – 950 words 

 

 On behalf of Bishop Steven Raica, myself, Father Adams, and all our staff here at the 

Cathedral of Saint Paul, we want to welcome you all, parishioners and visitors, here for Holy Mass 

this Christmas. I am so grateful for all of you, especially for our parishioners who each in their 

own way contribute to making this a wonderful parish to be pastor of, a parish of which I am very 

proud and for which I give thanks to the good God every day.  

I wish to acknowledge also those who might find this time of the year painful or lonesome 

for one reason or another, including perhaps the recent loss of a loved one or maybe a not-so-

recent loss that still hurts; we are glad that you are here in any case! We also think of and pray for 

those who cannot be here due to deployment, sickness, or other causes. The love of the Christ-

child knows no limits, and we pray that it extend to all, near and far. 

We gather this year in a church decorated more beautifully than ever. We are blessed with 

a beautiful building to begin with, made more lovely still by the good people who frequent it. But 

our decorating team, led by parishioner Serafina Collart and her husband, Tim, involving too many 

other parishioners and friends of the Cathedral, really went all out for a truly impressive and 

edifying result. I will be thanking all who helped out personally. 

And we gather this year, too, amidst unseasonably cold temperatures. The warmth of this 

church recalls to us God’s love, which truly envelops and permeates us; the cold outdoors reminds 

us of the suffering that the Christ-child endured from the moment of his birth, being placed in a 

manger outside with the animals, on a scratchy bed of straw, swaddled warmly but with the cold 

air hitting his face – suffering that confirmed that he was truly coming to save us. 

 This mission of salvation is what we should meditate on. And my mind goes to one of the 

prayers that the priest-celebrant says quietly – sotto voce or in a low voice – at each Holy Mass, in 

preparation for Jesus’ birth on the altar in the Holy Eucharist: as he mixes together the wine with 

a small drop of water, he prays, “By the mystery of this water and wine, may we come to share in 

the divinity of Christ, who humbled himself to share in our humanity”.  

 In other words, Christ’s mission of salvation was not for the purposes of, let’s say, cleaning 

us up but otherwise leaving us as we were, in a lowly human estate. If I may say so, that would be 

a very boring outcome from such a splendid effort and initiative of God! No, Jesus came not only 

to purify us of our faults, failings, and sins, but to elevate us – to lift us higher, to the heights – and 

truly to transform us: to divinize us, to make us more like himself.  

 Whether we grew up in a religious home where Christ was sort of always present, or came 

to meet him later through some moment of grace, some conversion experience… whatever our 

own personal history may be, if we could look at ourselves through God’s eyes, each one of us 

could see clearly the moment when the “water” of our humanity was blended with the “wine” of 

Christ’s divinity – and from there, the transformation that has resulted ever since.  

 Jesus became one of us not to leave us more or less where we were but to lift us to the very 

heights, to lift us higher than we could dare conceive. That process has begun in each one of us – 

else we would not be here in this enchanting, warm church tonight/today. Maybe this truth is 

difficult to see at times; perhaps we sometimes struggle with doubts; at times, maybe the darkness 

even threatens to enshroud us and make us feel lost. But Christ is at work. 

 So whether this Christmas finds us happy, sad, or somewhere in-between; whether this 

Christmas we feel on a spiritual high, a low, or just riding the wave; the reality and historical fact 

of Christ’s birth invites us each and all to reflect upon how his coming was to transform and lift 

up all of humanity into his divinity – not just some –, and how he has already begun to do that in 

each one of us. Even if we have wavered, his efforts have never been in vain. 
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 Some he will invite to the Sacrament of Confession or to other remedies that the Church 

offers, to find healing and wholeness. To others, he will say: hold fast, stay the course; do not focus 

on the waves but on me. To all of us he says: I can save you, I want to save you; I am on your side, 

I love you, I have faith in YOU; I didn’t do all this to lose you! Turn toward me, reach out to me, 

trust in me. Look at the manger: see how my arms are open to YOU! 

 Jesus can always transform water into wine; for each of us, that transformation has already 

begun. As we exit this beautiful, warm church this night/day, may we remember this truth and 

carry it with us in hope, knowing that truly nothing can overcome him, who from the first moment 

of his existence on earth suffered for us, not merely to save us from ourselves but to lift us up to 

the heights of God – to the God who loves us, is on our side, and wishes for us to live with him 

forever. 


